
This year, more than 34 

judicial officers will be 

volunteering their time to 

help out with the National 

Adoption Day event.  The 

Durango Juvenile Court 

will be open from 9 a.m.—

2 p.m. on the 21st.  The 

public is welcome to view 

the adoption proceedings 

and participate in the fun 

that will be going on, in-

cluding face painting, 

games, and a visit from the 

Phoenix Suns gorilla.  

For more information on 

National Adoption Day: 

National Adoption 

Day.org 

Follow 

@natadoptionday on 

Twitter 

November is national adoption month 

For members of the adoption 

community, November is 

about more than just turkey 

and stuffing—it’s also the 

month set aside to celebrate 

adoption.  Beginning with a 

presidential proclamation 

from Barack Obama on Octo-

ber 30, the month will con-

tinue with adoption-centered 

activities all over The U.S. as 

well as in certain other coun-

tries.  On November 21, Na-

tional Adoption Day, courts 

across the nation will simulta-

neously finalize thousands of 

adoptions.    

How did National Adoption 

Month come about?  It actu-

ally began in 1976 as Adop-

tion Week, an idea thought up 

by Michael Dukakis, who 

was governor of Massachu-

setts at the time.  Other states 

soon picked up the idea—

later in the same year, Gerald 

Ford proclaimed it National 

Adoption Week.  Currently, 

the whole month of Novem-

ber is celebrated as National 

Adoption Month. 

The focus of the campaign is 

to promote all facets of 

adoption, with special em-

phasis on children in the 

foster care system, who are 

often overlooked by adop-

tive families.  Thanks to 

National Adoption Day, 

more than 25,000 children  

have been taken out of foster 

care and adopted into loving 

homes.   

According to a press release, 

a record-setting 292 kids 

will have their adoptions 

finalized in Maricopa 

County on November 21.  In 

2008, the county’s National 

Adoption Day celebration 

was the most successful in 

The U.S. with 205 adoptions 

finalized. 

story on itsaboutlove.org 

and talked about her ex-

perience on the radio and 

to a college psychology 

class.   

You can read more about 

the award on the National 

FSA blog.  Although 

Tamra recently moved to 

Utah, friends can keep up 

with her via the blog she 

writes about adoption. 

Birth mom Tamra Hyde, a 

familiar figure in the Ari-

zona adoption community, 

recently received a Friends 

of Adoption award.  The 

award recognizes her ef-

forts and service as an 

adoption advocate.  Since 

placing her son for adop-

tion in 1996, she has sat on 

many birth parent panels, 

addressed teens at local 

high schools, shared her 

thankful for the 

journey 
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Families Supporting Adoption  

Mesa, Arizona Chapter 

eNewsletter 

If you have any comments, 

stories or suggestions for 

the newsletter, please con-

tact Susan Jensen at: 

susanrjensen@yahoo.com 

In this issue …  

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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By Susan Jensen 

November’s one of my favorite 

months, and not just because of the 

turkey, mashed potatoes and pumpkin 

rolls.  Well, okay, maybe it has some-

thing to do with that.  Mostly, though, 

it’s because this month almost forces 

me to count my blessings.  Not only do 

I celebrate Thanksgiving in November, 

but also the births of three of my four 

children.  Three birthdays plus a major 

holiday all crammed into one month 

makes for a frantic, stressful 30 days, 

but it also gives me a chance to pause 

and drink in the wonder of it all.  I 

can’t help but express my gratitude, 

because without a quartet of miracles, I 

might never have had the chance to be 

a mother at all. 

Every birth is a miracle—I truly be-

lieve that—but some are more dra-

matic (or traumatic) than others.  Hav-

ing delivered three preemies, two of 

whom weighed less than 4 lbs., I know 

about dramatic.  I know the heartbreak 

of not being able to hold my newborn 

son because he’s strapped to so many 

tubes and wires that cradling him could 

cause irreparable damage to his tiny 

body.  Like so many of you, I’m ac-

quainted with the sorrow of having a 

damaged womb that refuses to produce 

the healthy babies for whom I’ve 

longed with all my heart and soul.  I’ve 

watched green-eyed as women I 

know—even a former alcoholic and 

drug addict—brought perfect infants 

into this world as easily as if they were 

lying on the beach.  I’ve wondered 

what was wrong with me, what I did to 

deserve a malfunctioning uterus, why 

God let everyone else but me have 

children with complete and utter ease.   

Every time November rolls around, I 

hang my head in shame at my own 

ingratitude.  My once-sickly infants 

have grown into beautiful, smart chil-

dren brimming with good health.  And 

while my womb will never cradle an-

other baby, I’m no longer sad.  That 

sorrow has been replaced by a joy I 

never would have known otherwise—

the sweet ecstasy of holding in my 

arms the daughter my heart cried for, 

but my body could not produce, the 

baby I could only have through the 

sacrifice of another.  Adopting her has 

changed my life in ways I never 

thought possible.  I thank the Lord 

every day for my wonky uterus.   

Without that pain, I never could have 

known such pure happiness. 

Maybe your adoption isn’t happening 

as fast as you’d like; maybe all the per-

fect opportunities seem to fall through; 

maybe the process is so daunting that 

you’re ready to give up.  Whatever 

your experience, I testify with all my 

soul that the Lord knows what He’s 

doing.  He’ll make it right.  Maybe not 

today, maybe not tomorrow, but even-

tually, all the hurt will turn into happi-

ness, all the letdowns will become tri-

umphs, all the emptiness will be filled.  

In the meantime, be thankful for the 

journey.  Mine has been different from 

most of yours, but I testify that travel-

ing the path to adoption has brought 

me closer to the Lord than I’ve ever 

been.  It’s taught me about patience, 

sacrifice, faith and love.  It’s shown 

me that Heavenly Father is mindful of 

all His children. 

So, this November, as I watch my kids 

blow out their birthday candles, as I 

see them savoring their pumpkin pie, 

as I observe them doing the most mun-

dane of things, I will thank the Lord.  

Somehow I, the most ordinary of 

women, have been given the most ex-

traordinary of blessings.  And for that, 

I will be ever grateful.   
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Our adoption story 

has been quite a jour-

ney that started when 

we had been married 

a few years.  Like 

many of you, we 

wanted children, but 

had not been able to 

get pregnant.  Then 

an opportunity fell 

into our lap to adopt 

THREE children all 

at once: a sibling 

group of one boy (2 

years old) and two girls (4 and 6 years old).  They actually 

are biologically Carolyn’s nieces and nephews.  We felt 

very blessed to start our family this way, but after about a 

year we had a great desire for more children.   

We were very blessed to adopt Ella Anne in December of 

2007.  This adoption was through LDS Family Services 

and the connection was made through a friend of a friend.  

Our placement was very open from the beginning.  Our 

wonderful birth mother and her mother came to our home 

and met our family before she chose us.  We have main-

tained a great relationship with her and her family — they 

have all come for visits and many members of our birth 

family were at the sealing and blessing of Ella into our 

family. 

When Ella was about 1 1/2 years old, we decided to get re-

certified to adopt.  We knew we wanted to adopt one more 

baby and we hoped to do it soon because we wanted Ella to 

have a sibling closer to her age.  Her next oldest sibling is 6 

years older than her.  Well, while we were just starting this 

process, we learned that Ella’s birth mother had again got-

ten pregnant.  This was a hard time for her, but she decided 

that she wanted to keep this baby, and, of course, we sup-

ported her decision.  We still kept in contact with her 

through phone calls, letters and emails and let her know we 

were willing to help her in 

any way.   

Time passed and one week-

end we were thinking to our-

selves that our birth mother’s 

baby would be due fairly 

soon.  That Saturday she 

called us.  She said that she 

felt that perhaps this baby (it 

was a boy) should come into 

our home after all.  This 

sweet, loving and selfless 

mother told us that she proba-

bly knew all along that this 

boy belonged with us, but she just didn’t want to admit it to 

herself.  She was afraid to pray because she felt the answer 

already in her heart.  So, long story not quite so short, a few 

days later we were heading to the hospital to pick up our 

beautiful son Conner Arick.  

This blessing came as a great 

surprise to us—we could not 

believe how wonderful it was 

—Ella and Conner are only 

20 months apart and they are 

also half siblings. 

We look back at all that has 

transpired in our marriage and 

how these children have come 

to our home and we are 

amazed.  Our lives are very full—our van is full, our clos-

ets are full, our table is full, our schedule is full and our 

hearts are VERY full.  If there is any advice we could give 

to those seeking to find their children, it would be this:  

Pray a lot, tell EVERYONE about it, be open to being 

open, and maintain a good relationship with your birth fam-

ily if you have already adopted once—you never know how 

that will bless your life in the future!  And besides, you 

should love your birth family anyway :) 
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After 5 years, 6 miscarriages and 4 failed infertility treat-

ments, we finally decided on adoption in January of this year.  

We went to our first FSA Adoption Academy in February.  

There, we heard Paul and Marissa Benson teach a class on 

networking.  That class really got me excited and we started 

working on all the paperwork to get certified that night.  I also 

started working on a flier much like Paul and Marissa did to 

email to family and friends once we were certified.  I really 

feel like the Spirit prompted me during that class to create our 

own flier and I started working on it that same evening.   

In April, we learned of a possible placement in Ben’s 

mother’s ward.  The adoption would most likely be done pri-

vately and they asked us to provide the birth mother with a 

little bio about ourselves.  The flier we had started working on 

would be perfect!  We had about 5 days to finish it and send it 

off.  I spent hours analyzing every word and phrase.  Finally I 

felt it was right and emailed it to the birth mother.  Now we 

needed to finish our paperwork and fast because this baby boy 

was due in mid-June.  The next few weeks were a whirlwind 

as we completed all our paperwork and had our home study 

done.  I also sent the flier to my uncle who is an attorney who 

handles adoptions.  He agreed to help with the finalization 

should this be our little boy. 

Weeks passed and we heard nothing from the birth mother.  

My uncle sent us an email asking if we had heard anything 

from that birth mother and wondering whether we would mind 

if he passed along our flier to another birth mother he was 

working with.  We said, “Of course,” and told him to pass it 

along to anyone he would like.  Only three days later, we 

found out the 

birth mother my 

uncle told us 

about wanted to 

meet with us.  

Her name was 

Nicki.  We met 

with her in my 

uncle’s office 

and spent about 

two hours talk-

ing.  It was amazing.  I walked out of there thinking, “This is 

it.”  She was due in September with a little girl.  About two 

weeks later, on June 2, Nicki called me to tell me that she had 

been praying and doing a lot of thinking and felt like this little 

girl belonged in our family.  We were overjoyed and quickly 

spread the news. 

On September 15, 2009, at 3:32 a.m., our little girl Maya 

Nicole Bowman was born.  She was 7 lbs. 11 oz. and 20.5 

inches long.  She is beautiful.  I was able to be in the delivery 

room and even cut the cord.  It was the most amazing and sur-

real experience of my life and I’m so grateful to have been 

able to be a part of that.  We realize what a blessing it was to 

have had this happen so quickly.  And I am so grateful for the 

push we got from that baby boy due in June because we would 

not have been ready for Maya otherwise.  It is interesting 

looking back at how those kinds of attempts pushed us to-

wards finding her.  We feel truly blessed to have her in our 

family!      
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The stewart family—Drew  & Amy 

We are so 

grateful 

for our 

birth 

mother 

Emilee 

and birth 

father 

Arik who 

have en-

trusted us 

with the most beautiful baby boy.  Merik Brooks Lee 

Stewart was born September 14, 2009, and placed in 

our family on the 20th.  Our birth mother Emilee found 

us on the new BlueStep website.  She told us she looked 

on the old site and had no luck.  Then she was told about 

the new site, which she loved because of the search ca-

pability.  She typed several random things into the 

search and with each search, our profile appeared.  

Emilee found us very early on in her pregnancy which 

allowed us the opportunity to really get to know and love 

both her and Arik.  We were also privileged to go to a 

few doctor appointments with her, including the ultra-

sound in which we 

found out that we 

were expecting a boy.  

It was important to 

Emilee that we were 

there for Merik’s 

birth.  We will for-

ever be grateful for 

sharing that experi-

ence with her.  Merik is a very happy and handsome 

baby.  The joy and gratitude that he brings into our 

hearts and home cannot be described.  We are so grateful 

for the gift of adoption and the opportunity it has given 

us to be a family.    

After waiting for a 

year and a half after 

certification, Clint 

and I now have a 

beautiful baby boy 

named Jack.  After 

certification, we put 

our information on 

the “It’s About 

Love” website and 

created our collages 

along with letters to 

the birth parents.  

Then we sent letters 

out to friends and family along with a picture to let eve-

ryone know about our situation and what they could do 

to help.  We also made sure to be very open about our 

situation with people that we met whether in our ward, 

community, etc.  We were eventually contacted through 

the Internet, but we are still glad that we sent out letters 

and made sure to be open.  For one, it made us feel that 

we were doing everything in our power to move our 

adoption along and also, we sure had a lot of happy and 

supportive people around us when we did finally get our 

little boy.   

Last February, we were contacted by a birth mother that 

wanted to place her twins with us.  We contacted each 

other almost every day and we were soon planning a 

visit.  In March, after a lot of prayer and fasting, we told 

the birth mom that we would not be able to adopt her 

twins.  The situation had gotten really complicated and 

we had not felt right about it.  During all of this, we had 

received an email from another birth mom who was in-

terested in us and we had told her that we had already 

been chosen.  After we told the first birth mom no, we 

contacted the second birth mom (Continued on Page 6) 

The axman family– clint & 

marianne 
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November 

National adoption month 

21—national adoption day   -  Durango courthouse open 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

26—happy thanksgiving! 

december  

25—merry Christmas! 

 

Watch the fsa blog for more announcements/activities 

Upcoming Events 

(Continued from Page 5)  to see if she was still interested in us.  And she was!  She later told us that she had felt 

impressed not to contact anyone else and a week later she heard back from us.   

Everything went really smoothly from that point on.  We visited her and her family in Texas in July and even got to 

go to the doctor’s appointment where our birth mom found out the gender of the baby.  Then, on September 1, we 

flew back to Texas and our son was born that day.  He was placed with us four days after he was born and after 2 

1/2 week in Texas, we were able to bring him home.  We are so happy to have Jack in our home and love being par-

ents.  We know that the Lord has blessed us and helped to guide our birth mom to us.  We truly believe that the 

Lord is actively involved in these adoptions.    

FSA would like to thank all the volunteers who have served so faithfully this year.  We appreciate this do-

nation of time and talents.  Without everyone’s hard work, FSA would not be able to function.   

We would like to accomplish even more in 2010 than we did this year.  To do that, we need volunteers.  If 

you can serve, please contact Andrea Allen at FSA-AZ-Mesa@ldschurch.org .  The following positions are 

available.  If you have any other suggestions or ideas, please contact Andrea at the above address.  Thanks! 

Activities Committee Chairs 

Activities Committee Member (General) 

 Dinner Group Coordinator 

 FHE Coordinator 

 Temple Night Coordinator 

 Playgroup Coordinator 

 Photographer 

Education Committee Member (General) 

 Workshop Coordinator 

 

Outreach Committee Chairs 

Outreach Committee Member 

Community Involvement/Service  
Coordinator 

School Presentation Coordinator 

Legislative Committee Chairs 

Legislative Committee Member  

 

Media Committee Member (General) 

 eNewsletter Contributor 

 Adoption Blogger 

 Profile Post Coordinator 

Please click here for a detailed description of each of these FSA Mesa volunteer positions.  

http://fsamesa.wordpress.com
mailto:FSA-AZ-Mesa@ldschurch.org
http://fsamesa.wordpress.com/2009/11/06/fsa-volunteers-needed/#more-913

