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Families Supporting Adoption  

Mesa, Arizona Chapter 
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If you have any comments, 

stories or suggestions for 

the newsletter, please con-

tact Susan Jensen at: 

susanrjensen@yahoo.com 

 Your input is always wel-

come! 

In this issue ... 

Celebrating adoption one step at a time  

By Holly Andreason 

The entire adoption proc-

ess, from start to finish, 

can seem daunting at 

times.  However, I found 

that celebrating the little 

successes along the way 

helps diminish discourage-

ment and promotes hope 

and optimism.   

After my husband and I 

were officially certified, I 

decided to host a Baby 

Party in celebration.  I in-

vited my mother and sis-

ters over for a few hours of 

games and food.  We 

played cheesy baby 

shower games, thought up 

crazy baby names for fu-

ture children, snacked on 

sandwiches and chocolate, 

and finished with a 

friendly game of Bocce 

ball.  They even surprised 

me with gifts for my future 

baby to enjoy.   

It was so much fun and 

made what I was doing 

seem real and significant.  

Plus, my family was just as 

excited about our adoption 

as we were, and they 

wanted to participate in the 

process as 

much as pos-

sible.  Hav-

ing the party 

let them 

know my 

husband and 

I were open 

to any dis-

cussion about 

adoption.  It 

wasn’t some-

thing we 

were 

ashamed of, 

or embar-

rassed about, or hiding 

from.  It was our miracle 

and the way we could have 

a family.   

It may seem that the only 

thing worth celebrating is 

when a baby is placed in 

our arms.  But my husband 

and I knew that would take 

time and we didn’t want to 

be miserable until it hap-

pened.  Attending the first 

orientation,  surviving an 

entire day of Adoption 

Academy, even filling out 

one … more … form was 

something worth being 

excited about because it 

took us one step closer to 

our goal.   

So, bake a batch of your 

favorite cookies after re-

ceiving your reference let-

ters, or take a friend to 

lunch after you see your 

profile online for the first 

time.  Buy a gift for your 

spouse after your home 

study or serve someone 

who needs help after 

you’ve been online for six 

months.  From my own 

experience, those little 

things made all the differ-

ence.  

Read more about the An-

dreasons on their blog. 

mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
http://chadoption.blogspot.com
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By Susan Jensen 

February’s about one thing:  love.  

Given all the emotion swirling about 

this time of year, it seemed particu-

larly appropriate that our family 

spent February celebrating the great 

love we have for our 15-month-old 

daughter, Julianna.  Since we adopted 

her from Louisiana, we had to wait a 

whole year for her adoption to be 

finalized.  The process, as many of 

you know, involves a dizzying 

amount of paperwork, processing 

fees, phone calls and e-mails.  Al-

though we understood that the legal 

procedures were necessary, dealing 

with it all became an arduous and 

frustrating experience.  It seemed as 

if we couldn’t take one step forward 

without falling two steps behind. 

When the laws of the land had finally 

been satisfied, we were able to have 

our little girl sealed to us for time and 

all eternity.  In strict contrast to all 

the irritating minutiae of the legal 

process, were the beautiful moments 

we spent together in the temple.  In a 

short, simple ceremony, our family 

was bound together forever.  All the 

impatience, frustration and irritation 

we’d been feeling since her adoption 

melted away.  Fulfilling God’s law 

left us with the kind of peace and sat-

isfaction that could never be achieved 

in an earthly courthouse.  As I knelt 

across the altar with my husband and 

baby, I knew, beyond a shadow of a 

doubt, that every single second of the 

long, irritating process had been 

worth it, because it brought me to 

that moment.  In that instant, Heav-

enly Father confirmed what we’ve 

known since the moment our daugh-

ter was born—she’s ours.  Forever.   
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Finding families:  Meet uriah & Melinda 

Cory and Kristi have been married 

for 7 years.  He works as an electric 

lineman and she works in an oral sur-

gery practice, a job she plans to trade 

in for that of stay-at-home mom.  

Athletic and outdoorsy, the couple 

loves to camp, hike, and visit the 

beach.  Staying indoors with takeout 

and a movie works pretty well, too. 

Cory and Kristi are working with 

LDS Family Services to find their 

first child.  You can visit their full 

profile here.  Also, check out their 

adoption blog at http://

coryandkristi.blogspot.com 

 

Uriah and Melinda have been mar-

ried for nearly 10 years.  They have a 

4-year-old daughter named Sarah, 

and are anxious to adopt another 

child.  Sarah is excited to welcome a 

brother or sister into her life.  Now 

enjoying an open adoption, the cou-

ple is comfortable with accepting 

another such situation. 

 

Uriah works as an engineer.  

Melinda, a former engineer, stays 

home with Sarah.  They enjoy read-

ing, hiking, watching movies and 

playing games together. 

 

You can see their full profile here.  

You can also read their blog at 

www.uriahandmelinda.com . 

https://www.itsaboutlove.org/ial/profiles/23366424/ourMessage.jsf
http://coryandkristi.blogspot.com
http://coryandkristi.blogspot.com
https://itsaboutlove.org/ial/profiles/20730123/ourMessage.jsf
http://www.uriahandmelinda.com
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Dave and Amber have been married for 

10 years and have three children:  Anslie 

(9); Dallin (7); and Kaylee (5).  They are 

a close, loving family that enjoys spend-

ing time together and having fun.  The 

Astons love to camp, visit the zoo, hang 

out at the park, and travel to places like 

Disneyland and the beach.  They enjoy 

playing games and sports and just read-

ing together.   

All of them are excited to be starting 

down the path to adoption.  They’re anx-

ious to welcome a new child into their 

home.  You can check out the family’s 

profile here.   

If you’re a “Finding Family” interested in being spotlighted on the FSA Mesa blog, email Andrea at fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org.  
We average about 20 hits on the blog a day and on our busiest day, reached 96.   The day Ben and Emily’s post went live, we 
had 53.  Many families are linked to the FSA Mesa blog from their personal or adoption blogs, so you never know how many 
people your profile will actually reach.   We hope this will be another benefit for the couples involved in our Mesa FSA chap-
ter.  Please take a moment to reply to fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org or andrea_allen@cox.net (if your picture is large) with the 
info listed above if you would like to be spotlighted.    

In order to participate, you must be currently certified AND up on the Itsaboutlove.org site, so we can link to your profile.  (If 
you are currently certified, but not up on the site, we encourage you to complete your bluestep online profile ASAP.  Please let 
us know if you need help doing so.)  If you have a personal website or adoption blog, we may link to that as well.  This "service" 
will be provided on a first come first served basis, so the sooner you send your info, the sooner your profile will be spot-
lighted.   (Please remember that each profile should be shown for a week, so it may take a while to get to yours, but we will get 
to all of them and then we’ll start again from the top!)   

What we want from you: 

1. A short intro paragraph about you and your family. 

2. At least one recent photo (within the last year) in .jpg format (faces need to be clearly visible and should be of im-
mediate family members only.) 

3. Your first names (so we can search for your profile on the Itsaboutlove.org site) or the url link for your profile 

4. Your personal website/blog address  

5. Written permission (included in the email) to post your info on the blog 

6. Any other info you would like us to include about you in the post. 

“Finding families” Spotlight Requirements 

https://itsaboutlove.org/ial/profiles/23544029/ourMessage.jsfC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
mailto:fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org
mailto:fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org
mailto:andrea_allen@cox.net
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Photos courtesy of Eric Jensen 

On Saturday, February 12, a small 

group of FSA couples gathered for 

the annual Valentine’s Day dinner.  

After enjoying a pasta dinner, sam-

pling a variety of desserts, and chat-

ting, the couples watched The Prin-

cess Bride.  Even the missionaries 

showed up for the event. 

Many thanks to all who organized, 

decorated, set up and helped clean 

up after the dinner. 
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You know that cute baby you’re always bragging about?  Or that fabulous 

fundraiser you just held to help fund your adoption?  What about that great 

marketing tip you used to help find your baby?  Don’t keep your smarts to 

yourself.  FSA would love to hear all about your placements, fundraisers, 

ideas and tips.   

We’re not looking for Shakespeares (although that would be cool) - just peo-

ple like you to share your stories.   Just write from the heart, attach photos 

if you have them and send it all to susanrjensen@yahoo.com.  The more 

contributions we receive, the better our newsletter will be! 

If you’re a “Finding Family” interested in being spotlighted in the newsletter 

and on the FSA blog, email Andrea Allen at fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org.      

MARCH 

2—North Playgroup @ 10:30 a.m. 

6—Temple Night; Chapel session begins at 6:30 p.m. 

11—New Couple Intake Orientation @3 p.m. (at LDS Family Services) 

15—FHE for couples without children @ p.m. (3270 E. Ford; Gilbert) 

Educational Workshop TBA 

APRIL 

17—Adoption Academy @8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  (Location TBD) 

mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
mailto:fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org
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Day 

18 

 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 

North 

Playgroup—

10:30am 

25 

 

26 27 

28 
29 30  

 

March 2010 calendar 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 

April Fools’ 

Day 

2 
3 

4 5    6 

North 

Playgroup—

10:30am 

7 8    

Transracial 

Playgroup  

10-11:30am  

McQueen Park 

9 10 

11 

 

12 13 14 15 

 

16 17 

Adoption 

Academy 

18 19 

FHE for 
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