
and her husband 

decided to focus 

their energy on 

adoption.  They 

now have 3 chil-

dren—2 girls and 1 

boy—and are cur-

rently in the proc-

ess of adopting a 6-

year-old boy from 

Taiwan.  Ashley 

said her next book 

will probably be 

about international 

adoption. 

What message does 

Ashley hope gets across to 

her readers?  “Adoption is 

a loving choice and the 

Lord helps build eternal 

families through loving 

birthmothers who are fol-

lowing the Spirit to do 

what is best for their un-

born child,” she said. 

To learn more about Ash-

ley and her book, please 

visit her website.  Books 

can be ordered from her 

for $9.99.   

New adoption book offers lds perspective 

Mississippi native 

Ashley Bigler 

searched and 

searched for the 

perfect picture 

book to read to her 

adopted daughter.  

She wanted a story 

that, above all, 

showed adopted 

children that “their 

adoption journeys 

were orchestrated 

by a caring Heav-

enly Father who 

loved them.”   

That kind of book, Ashley 

soon found out, did not exist.  

So she decided to write her 

own. 

After four years of writing, 

revising, and polishing the 

book, Once Upon a Time: An 

Adoption Story was published 

in April by Cedar Fort.   

Ashley asked Amy Hintze (I 
Chose You) to create paint-

ings to illustrate the book.  

She and Hintze worked to-

gether to stage the scenes for 

each page.  “Although 

[Hintze] has never adopted,” 

Ashley said, “she captured 

the emotion of each person as 

if she had been there to feel 

it.  I couldn't be happier with 

the outcome.” 

The story is told in a question

-and-answer format, as if a 

young child is asking her par-

ents about her adoption.  

Since the conversation be-

tween the child and her par-

ents is similar to those Ash-

ley has had many times with 

her own children, it felt 

natural to write the story in 

this way, she said. 

The book has been received 

much better than Ashley 

expected.  “My favorite 

quote,” Ashley said, “was 

from a grandchild of a 

reader.  She said, „Grandma, 

will you read me this book? 

Every time Mom reads it to 

me, she cries.‟  I actually 

hear stuff like that a 

lot.  Not that I want my 

readers to cry, but it 

does mean that it must 

have brought back all 

the wonderful memo-

ries of their adoption 

story and that‟s what I 

was hoping for.” 

Like many of us, Ash-

ley knows firsthand 

about the adoption 

journey.  After years of 

battling infertility, she 
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If you have any com-

ments, stories or sug-

gestions for the news-

letter, please contact 

Susan Jensen: 

susanrjen-

sen@yahoo.com 

http://www.ashleyhansenbigler.com
http://www.cedarfort.com
http://amyhintzeart.blogspot.com


“I cannot think of any need in child-

hood as strong as the need for a fa-

ther‟s protection.” 

 Sigmund Freud 

“Anyone can be a 

father.  It takes some-

one special to be a 

dad.” 

 Anonymous 

“When I was a boy of 

14, my father was so 

ignorant  I could 

hardly stand to have 

the old man around.  

But when I got to be 

21, I was astounded  

at how much the old man had 

learned in seven years.” 

 Mark Twain 

“… Fatherhood is not a matter of 

station or wealth; it is a matter of 

desire, diligence, and the desire to 

see one‟s family exalted in the ce-

lestial kingdom.  If that prize is lost, 

nothing else really matters.” 

 President Ezra Taft Benson 

“It is not flesh and blood, but the 

heart, which makes us fathers and 

sons.” 

 Johann Schiller 

“Small boys become big men 

through the influence of big men 

who care about small boys.” 

- Author unknown 

“Father … is ever willing to sacri-

fice his own comfort for that of his 

children.  Daily he toils to provide 

the necessities of life, never com-

plaining, ever concerned for the 

well-being of his family.  This love 

for children, this desire to see them 

well and happy, is a constant in a 

time of change.” 

 President Thomas S. Monson 

“A man never stands as tall as when 

he kneels to help a child.” 

 Knights of Pythagoras 

“Being a father is like shaving.  No 

matter how good you shaved today, 

you have to do it again tomorrow.” 

 Reed Markham 

One night a man overheard his son 

pray: “Dear God, make me the kind 

of man my Daddy is.”  Later that 

night, the father prayed: “Dear God, 

make me the kind of man my son 

wants me to be.” 

 Author unknown 

“I talk and talk and 

talk, and I haven‟t 

taught people in 50 

years what my father 

taught by example in 

one week.” 

 Mario Cuomo 

“One father is more 

than a hundred 

schoolmasters.” 

 George Herbert 

“And, ye fathers, provoke not your 

children to wrath: but bring them up 

in the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord.” 

 Ephesians 6:4 

“Fathers, I would remind you of 

the sacred nature of your call-

ing.  You have the power of the 

priesthood directly from the 

Lord to protect your home.  

There will be times when all 

that stands as a shield between 

your family and the adversary‟s 

mischief will be that power.  

You will receive direction from 

the Lord by way of the gift of 

the Holy Ghost.” 

 Boyd K. Packer 

Happy Father’s Day! 

editorial 
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Finding family:  

Josh & andrea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have recently brought home 

your child, we want to hear about it!  

Give us all the chance to help you 

celebrate (and drool over your little 

darling) by submitting your story to 

the newsletter.  Not only does this al-

low FSA members to get to know 

your family better, but it allows you 

to give hope and advice to those who 

are still waiting for their children. Tell 

us all about your new little one, in-

cluding what you did to find your 

child and how you found your birth-

mom.  We can‟t oooh and aahh over 

your new addition if you don‟t pro-

vide a photo, so please attach one to 

your submission.  Email your contri-

butions to susanrjensen@yahoo.com.  

Thanks for helping to make the news-

letter a publication that is interesting 

and informative for us all. 

Your Family 

Picture Could 

Be Here 

The Allens are a happy family of three, who are looking for-

ward to expanding through adoption.  Josh works for a uni-

versity.  He enjoys working with computers, cooking, travel-

ling and music.  Andrea is a stay-at-home mom, who loves to 

blog, travel, take pictures, plan theme parties, and create 

photobooks.  Lily, who was adopted in Spring 2008) is a so-

cial butterfly who loves to look at board books, play outside 

and dance. 

As a family, the Allens love to read, play board games, watch 

movies, dance in the living room, travel, and eat ice cream.  

“In our home,” say the Allens, “laughter, music and time to-

gether always seems to be the best medicine.” 

Josh and Andrea love open adoption and are “glad that we get 

to grow our family through such a miracle.” 

To learn more about the Allens, visit their profile on 

www.itsaboutlove.org.  You can also check out their per-

sonal website for more information.      

Finding Family 
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https://itsaboutlove.org/ial/profiles/8024043/ourMessage.jsfC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://www.itsaboutlove.org
http://www.andreaandjosh.com
http://www.andreaandjosh.com


Boutique in the barn—may 2010 
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Boutique in the Barn, held May 1st in Tempe, 

presented an opportunity to raise money for our 

individual adoption finding efforts and to reach 

out into the community and celebrate 

adoption.  Several of the vendors at Boutique in 

the Barn had ties to adoption.  Specifically, three 

adoptive families from our chapter were 

there.  It was fantastic to see pass along cards 

alongside business cards and to overhear 

adoption discussions.   

Beautiful weather, fun grab bags for the first 50 

customers, and great shopping (just in time for 

Mother's Day and Birth Mother's Day) helped 

encourage a good crowd to come out and 

support the boutique.  Boutique organizers invite 

us once again to participate in the next event, 

which will be sometime in the Fall.  As soon as 

we have more information, we will pass it along 

so that more of us can utilize this opportunity to 

fundraise for our adoption efforts.  A big thank 

you to those who came out in support this time! 

Story by Megan Hilton and photographs by 

Andrea Allen  



Boutique in the barn—may 2010 (cont’d) 
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“It was fantastic to see pass-

along cards alongside business 

cards and to overhear adoption 

discussions.” 

- Megan Hilton, Boutique in the 

Barn vendor 
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Events at-a-glance 

June 17, 2010 

Educational workshop 

Gilbert, az 

June 20, 2010 

 Happy father’s day! 

July 30-31 

Fsa national conference 

Layton, Utah 

Register now! 

October 8-9 

Fsa regional conference 

Lds institute building @ asu 

New on the fsa blog 

 

 Don’t forget to fill out the 2010 
fsa survey.  Your answers help the 
board members know how to better 
serve you.  Use this link. 

 If you are a “finding family” that 
would like to be featured on the fsa 
blog and in this newsletter, please 
email andrea allen.  It’s a great way 
to spread the word about your plans 
to adopt! 

 Playgroups will resume at the end of 
summer. 

 Plan now to attend the southwest 
regional fsa conference being held 
October 8-9 in tempe.   

 The april ensign featured a very nice 
article about adoption.  You can read 
it online here. 

 Happy father’s day! 

Registration is now open for the 2010 FSA National Con-

ference being held in Layton, Utah on July 30-31.  Click 

here to register. 

 Cost is $35/person 

 Panel discussion topics include:  the adoption triad; 

transracial adoption; adult adoptees; and birth parent 

Q & A 

 Class topics include:  talking about adoption with older 

children; adoption law; infertility; understanding birth 

parents; the power of positive parenting, etc. 

 FSA will be hosting a service project to collect needed 

items for charitable organizations.  For more informa-

tion, click here. 

 FSA is also looking for original artwork to be displayed 

at the conference.  Click here for more information.  

http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eventid=851705C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/Adoption
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VSWC355C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
mailto:fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org
http://lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?hideNav=1&locale=0&sourceId=5b0e06c7b9097210VgnVCM100000176f620a____&vgnextoid=2354fccf2b7db010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRDC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eventid=851705C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://familiessupportingadoption.blogspot.com/2010/06/fsa-national-conference-service.htmlC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://familiessupportingadoption.blogspot.com/2010/03/call-to-artists-and-those-who-love-art.htmlC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 2 3 4 

5 

6 7 8 9 10 

New Couple 

Intake 

3pm @LDSFS 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 

Educational  

Workshop  

7pm 

18 19 

20 

Father’s Day 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 
28 29 30   

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 ***There will be no Adoption Academy in July as 

previously scheduled.  Please plan to attend the  Regional 

Conference in October to fulfill your education 

requirements for certification or renewal! 

1 2 
3 

4 

Independence 

Day 

5 6 7 8 

New Couple 

Intake  

3pm @ LDSFS 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Pioneer Day 

25 
26 27 28 29 30 

FSA National 

Conference 

31 

FSA National 

Conference 


