
Other features of the new 

website include videos, 

helpful articles, access to 

adoptive family profiles, 

real-life adoption stories, 

help/support via email, 

community forums, and 

basic information about 

adoption.  The website 

also includes links to 

other relevant websites.    

New itsaboutlove website goes live 

After many delays and much 

anticipation, the new it-

saboutlove.org site has finally 

gone live.  With a 

sleeker design, more 

information, and ex-

tended family profiles, 

it promises to be a valuable 

resource for birthfamilies, 

adoptive families and every-

one else involved in adoption.   

Currently, profiles are still 

available on the old site.  

They can be accessed via 

www.providentliving.org.  

However, couples are 

strongly encouraged to de-

velop new profiles using the 

BlueStep program.  We have 

been told that profiles on the 

“old” site will no longer be 

available after June 30th.  

The log-in page can be 

found here.   

have bee doing to ex-

pand our reach, and to 

pay for our 500 new 

pass-along cards... 

We set up a table to sell 

muffins and water bot-

tles, and also had DVDs, 

pamphlets, and pass-

along cards about adop-

tion set out.  Unfortu-

nately, I don’t think a 

(Continued on Page 5) 

Shane and Megan Hilton 

have been doing every-

thing to make their adop-

tion happen—they’ve cre-

ated a website, set up a toll

-free phone number, 

started a Facebook group, 

advertised on blogs, 

prayed, and gone to the 

temple.  “We seem to be 

literally doing EVERY-

THING we can to find our 

child(ren) right now (short 

of approaching the many 

young pregnant women we 

see) and are really going 

through a trial of our 

faith,” said Megan.   

Despite setbacks and frus-

tration, the Hiltons keep 

trudging on.  Their faith 

keeps them hopeful.  It 

also keeps them working 

toward a 

future 

adoption. 

To help 

finan-

cially, the 

Hiltons 

held a 

yard sale/

fundraiser 

on Satur-

day, May 30.   

According to Megan:  

“We were beyond ex-

hausted from all the prep 

and lack of sleep, but our 

adoption yard sale/

fundraiser was an abso-

lute success!  We were 

blessed to make enough 

money to help pay for 

some of the online pro-

files and advertising we 
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The lazy days of summer seem tailor-made for our annual celebration of father-

hood.  After all, dads are continually lambasted in the media, on blogs, in car-

toons, and in everyday conversation as lazy, uninvolved, and unhelpful.  Perhaps 

this describes some fathers, but certainly not all.  For a moment, forget the me-

dia’s idea of fatherhood, and consider God’s:   

“Fatherhood is leadership, the most important kind of leadership. It has always 

been so; it always will be so. Father, with the assistance and counsel and encour-

agement of your eternal companion, you preside in the home. It is not a matter of 

whether you are most worthy or best qualified, but it is a matter of [divine] ap-

pointment.”  (The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, Father, Consider Your Ways:  

A Message from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 1973) 

In celebration of God’s kind of fatherhood—our kind of fatherhood—we celebrate 

all dads.  To all birthfathers, adoptive fathers, fathers-to-be, biological fathers, 

grandfathers, and father figures— 

Happy Father’s Day! 

In praise of fatherhood 

News/father tributes 

Page 2 

Note:  Content in the ref-

erenced articles are not 

the responsibility of 

LDSFSA.  They are in-

tended only to keep you 

abreast of adoption news. 

 Controversy over nega-

tive portrayal of adop-

tion in new horror 

movie. Information 

from an email sent by 

Adoptive Families 

Magazine, May 29.   

 “Struggling Families 

Look to Adoption.”  

USA Today online, May 

19, 2009 

 “Special Report:  Adop-

tion and the Economy.”  

Adoptive Families 

Magazine, 2009. 

 If you see articles 

concerning adop-

tion in the local or 

national news, we’d 

love to know.  

Please send links to 

Eric at jense-

nej@yahoo.com .   

Adoption in 

the news 

(above) Solomon Sampson 

with Tyler, Riley and Justin.  

Says wife Kerry, “He’s the 

proud father of 3 great boys, 

made possible by 3 great birth-

mothers and 3 great birthfa-

thers! 

(above) Collin Gibbons with his 

daughter.  Wife Jenny says:  

“This is one of my favorite daddy 

pictures.  It says so much to me.” 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2009-05-18-mother_N.htm?csp=usat.meC:\Documents%20and%20Settings\HP_Administrator\My%20Documents\_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2009-05-18-mother_N.htm?csp=usat.meC:\Documents%20and%20Settings\HP_Administrator\My%20Documents\_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/articles.php?aid=1908C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\HP_Administrator\My%20Documents\_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/articles.php?aid=1908C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\HP_Administrator\My%20Documents\_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
mailto:jensenej@yahoo.com
mailto:jensenej@yahoo.com
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Jon Scott with Jakob, Zaelynn & Benjamin 

Wow, not sure where to start.  I guess at 

the “beginning.”  At least at the begin-

ning of our adoption journey.  It is amaz-

ing how quickly my hubby transitioned 

and embraced the opportunity to adopt.  

I think (actually, I know) he was com-

pletely okay with adoption even before I 

was (I had to work through my inability 

to have biological children).  We started 

the paperwork process as soon as we 

could (You have to be married 2 years 

with LDSFS).   

We had our first adoption placement 

when we had been married about four 

years.  My hubby took to being a father 

like a duck to water.  Eight-and-a-half 

years later, he continues to be wonderful.   

When-

ever I 

have a 

“girl’s 

night 

out” or 

other 

activity, 

he prac-

tically starts the car to get me on my 

way.  He is more than happy to not only 

watch our children, but if I have a friend 

along with children, and no one to watch 

them, he is willing to watch them (even 

the babies).  One time, he had 6 or 7 

children, ages 6 and under. 

We have recently become certified to do 

foster care.  I asked Jon when he felt we 

might be ready to say “yes” to any chil-

dren.  He said maybe after the summer, 

once we had gotten all our reunions 

done, and he had gotten through his ex-

tra busy time at work.  Well, just days 

after we were certified, I got a call from 

the foster agency.  There were two girls, 

ages 7 years and 7 months.  I could not 

say no.  When Jon got home that eve-

ning, he welcomed the little girl with a 

hug and a bit of teasing, and took the 

baby in his arms and “goo”ed at her, and 

tickled her under the chin … He took my 

impromptu decision very much in stride.  

He is now in “super dad” mode, with 

extra hours at work and extra “daddy 

duty” at home.  At current count, we 

have two adopted sons (ages 8 and 4); 

one daughter (she is a relative, not yet 

adopted); two foster daughters (ages 7 

and 7 months; and an exchange student 

son (age 17 years).  We also have two 

neighborhood girls (ages 11 and 12) over 

a lot.  We have taken them under our 

wings.   

Thanks, Jon, for being such an extra spe-

cial, incredible, lovable, huggable, ex-

traordinary husband and father.  I love 

you! 

- Stephanie Scott 

 

My husband Rick is a wonderful father.  

After six long years of waiting … he 

finally became a father!  He is a great 

father to both of our boys.  He is loving, 

patient, fun, and a good example.  Our 

boys look up to their daddy, and love 

when he gets home from work.  They 

love playing baseball and wrestling with 

him. 

- Becky Lewis  

We have had the wonderful opportunity 

to get to know our son’s birthfather.  

When our son was born, we met and 

maintained a close relationship with his 

birthmother’s family, but we knew very 

little about his birthfather other than his 

name and a few basic facts, which were 

honestly not necessarily the greatest—

coming from their perspective.  When 

our son was about 1 1/2 years old, we 

noticed a comment on our blog from 

someone who said, “I know that you 

don’t know me, but I just wanted to 

thank you for keeping this updated.  He 

is so beautiful.”  I recognized the name 

as that of his birthfather, and clicked on 

the link to his profile.  In his profile, he 

stated how his biggest regret in life was 

not being a part of his son’s (Continued 
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life.  We also noticed on his profile 

that there was a link to another blog.  

We clicked on this link and discovered 

a beautiful and touching blog that he 

had created for our son, introducing 

himself and explaining why he had 

chosen an adoption plan for our son.  

At this point, we started an email dia-

logue with him.  He has told us that the 

reason that he has not become involved 

is he feels that it should be our son’s 

choice if he wants to meet him when 

he is older.   

It has been so wonderful to see the per-

spective of adoption from a birthfa-

ther’s  point of view.  I think that of-

tentimes birthfathers get a very bad 

reputation.  It has been a wonderful 

reminder that they also love the chil-

dren that they had a part in creating, 

and grieve the loss of them, although it 

may be in different ways than birth-

mothers.   

Happy Father’s Day to all the wonder-

ful fathers out there who work so hard 

in raising up our children. 

- B.J. & Shannon Watkins  

When we first met our daughter’s 

birthfather, he and his mother made it 

clear that adoption was not their first 

choice and that, if they had it their 

way, they would choose parenting.  

Our first meeting with them was some-

what uncomfortable  because it was 

obvious how interested they were in 

her future and how willing they were 

to “do the right thing,” yet we had 

been chosen by our birthmother to 

adopt her.  We walked out of the room 

discouraged, yet impressed by his will-

ingness to parent.  He had somewhat 

reluctantly chosen adoption, and it had 

been a painful decision.   

At placement, he was able to hold his 

daughter for only an hour.  I’m sure 

that this was the most difficult of 

hours.  I watched this young man weep 

over his (Continued on next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first photo (above left) is a picture of our youngest son with his birth-

dad.  This fantastic man was a stay-at-home dad with his son for the first 

four months of his life.  When we had our first meeting with the birthpar-

ents, it was definitely Simon, the birthdad, who was the ice breaker.  He was 

so positive and supportive, and had a great sense of humor.  He helped us all 

to feel at ease with one another.  He was so kind and generous to my hus-

band and I while we were there.   

The other two (above right and below) are of my husband with our sweet 

little guy in the first two days after he was placed with us.  How blessed I 

am to have married this man!  Adoption was always a priority for me, and 

so it was something we discussed before we ever got married.  When we 

found out we would be unable to have biological children, we were able to 

jump into adoption and not look back.  My husband has always been loving 

and supportive, and is such a fun, hard-working daddy.  We love him!   

- Lisette Spencer 
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daughter, then place her in our arms.  

What a bittersweet moment for both of 

us.   

I know the decision to place Lily in our 

family was not an easy one.  Though 

we do not have a close relationship 

with her birthfather, we are eternally 

grateful for his wisdom and courage to 

place her with us.  We will always be 

thankful to him for looking beyond his 

years to choose more for his daughter 

than he would be able to provide.  

Happy Father’s Day! 

- Josh & Andrea Allen 

You may have heard of my husband 

Eric, also known as “The Funnest Dad 

Around” and “The Best Dad Ever.”  

He’s earned these honorary titles by 

spending endless hours with our four 

kids.  He takes them swimming; to the 

movies; for joy rides in his Mini Coo-

per; to the park; on bike rides; to ball 

games, Nascar races and museums.  

On slow days, he’ll hang out with them 

all in the garage, or turn up the music 

and let them shake their groove thangs.  

He does all these things not because 

they make the kids happy, but because 

it makes him happy to make them 

happy. 

Lest you think it’s all fun and games 

with him, you should know that he has 

a calm, sensitive side as well.  This is 

the side that kisses owies, listens to 

troubles, and cries when he hears Mi-

chael McLean’s “From God’s Arms to 

My Arms to Yours.”   

The time he spends with our kids is 

precious to them—there’s nothing 

they’d rather do than hang out with 

their daddy.  We all love him so much.  

Happy Father’s Day, Eric! 

- Susan, T.J., Heather, Toby & 

Julianna Jensen 

What have you been doing to make 

your adoption happen?  Send your 

stories, pictures and ideas to: 

 susanrjensen@yahoo.com.   

Hiltons (Cont’d from Page 1) 

single person (that I saw) picked up 

anything but a muffin and a plate or 

napkin from the top of that table.  

That was the one disappointing part.  

We’re tired, but so grateful .  Thank 

you to everyone who sacrificed so 

much to help!” 

To read more about Shane and 

Megan, visit their adoption website.   

 

mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
http://www.meganandshane.com
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After an almost sleepless night, Brett and I woke 
up on March 18th with a surreal excitement in 
our hearts.  Today was the day our son would be 
born!  Our beautiful birthmother, Leah, would 
deliver Bristol Brett via C-section that morning 
at 11:00.  During the surgery, we anxiously 
waited with the birthfather, Jayson, in Leah’s 
hospital room.  After a short surgery, Leah was 
wheeled into the room looking as beautiful as 
ever to us!  Our son had been born!  He was 
healthy at 8 lbs. 6 oz., 21 inches long, and with a 
smattering of blonde peach fuzz hair!  While the 
nurses prepped our son, we met the doctors and 
called family and friends to let them know our 
son had safely arrived!  Twenty long minutes 
later, we were in the nursery holding our son, and 
seeing him for the first time.  Aside from the 
nurses, I was the first person to ever hold our son.  
This was such a special gift.  Bristol and our 
birthmom, Leah, remained in the hospital for 
three days.  During this time we were able to spend more time with our birthparents and bond with our son.  Both Leah 
and I had wristbands for the nursery.  We would take turns feeding Bristol, loving him, and changing his diapers.   

Three days later, we met at the Sumerlin Hospital in Las 
Vegas, where Bristol would be discharged to Leah, Brett 
and me.  Leah was wheeled out of the hospital with Bristol 
in her arms.  At the hospital door, she handed Bristol over 
to us.  We then drove to the LDS Family Services office.  
After the signing, we celebrated with our family and cud-
dled our son.  We couldn’t believe he was finally ours!  
Two days later, we attended another celebration hosted by 
the birthfamily.  We have an open adoption, and love Leah 
and our birthfamily greatly.   

Bristol is now a healthy and chubby 7 week old.  He is our 
joy and miracle.  We are still pinching ourselves that he is 
ours! 

- Brett & Azurdee Jenson     

Have you welcomed a new little one (or two or three … ) into your 

home recently?  We’d love to hear all about it!  Send your stories and 

photos to susanrjensen@yahoo.com for inclusion in the next ldsfsa 

enewsletter.   

mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
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FSA members hit the baseball field on Saturday, 

May 30, to watch the Arizona Diamondbacks 

take on the Atlanta Braves.  Children and adults 

alike enjoyed snacking, scoring Stephen Drew 

bobbleheads, getting to know other FSA mem-

bers, and seeing FSA’s name on the Jumbo Tron,  

although it was mistakenly truncated to just 

“Supporting Adoption.”  The photo directly be-

low shows T.J. and Toby Jensen grinning in the 

middle of the Jumbo Tron—group names are on 

the right (FSA is toward the bottom).  The Dia-

mondbacks beat the Braves 3-2.   

Photos by Eric Jensen and Josh and Andrea Allen 



Outreach/dbacks game 

Page 9 



June 2009 Calendar 

Page 10 

July 2009 Calendar 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 2 3 4 5 

6 

7 8 9 10 11 

Adoptive 

Applicant 

Orientation 

12 13 

14 

Flag Day 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 

Father’s 

Day 

22 

 

23 24 

Birthmother 

Pamper Night 

@ LDSFS 

25 

 

26 27 

28 
29 30 

Workshop 

7PM 

    

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 

 

2 3 
4 

Independence 

Day 

5 6 

 

7 8 9 

Adoptive 

Applicant 

Orientation 

10 

FSA Temple 

Night and 

Social 

11 

 

12 

 

13 14 15 16 

 

17 18 

19 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 
27 28 29 30  31 

 

National 

Conference 

Aug 1 

National  

Conference 


