
more.   

As part of 

the con-

ference, 

FSA will 

be partici-

pating in 

two differ-

ent service 

projects to 

support 

charitable 

organiza-

tions.  Or-

ganizers 

will be 

collecting 

items for 

Birth 

Mother 

Baskets 

and school 

supplies 

for The 

Christmas Box.  Further 

details can be found 

here.  

Conference organizers 

are also looking for 

adoption-related art 

(paintings, poetry, pho-

tography, etc.) to be dis-

played at the confer-

ence.  You can find 

more information here. 

More details about the 

conference can be found 

on the National FSA 

blog.  To register, please 

click here. 

Register now for fsa national conference 

As the lazy 

days of sum-

mer begin to 

melt away and 

back-to-school 

sales start pop-

ping up in all 

the stores, it’s 

time to start 

thinking, once 

again, about 

education.  

But, really, 

why should the 

kids have all 

the learning-

fun?  Adults 

can benefit 

from taking 

classes, too.  

The best part?  

No quizzes, 

tests or home-

work.  Just a 

lot of helpful information. 

If you’d like to learn more 

about all aspects of adop-

tion, register today for the 

Families Supporting Adop-

tion 2010 National Confer-

ence.  The event will be 

held at the Davis Confer-

ence Center in Layton, 

Utah, on Friday, July 30 

and Saturday, July 31.  The 

cost is $35/person 

(admission is free for birth 

parents). 

Many classes and panels 

will be held during the two 

days of the conference.  

Topics include infertility, 

transracial adoption, spe-

cial needs adoption, foster 

care, how to create effec-

tive profiles, understand-

ing birth parents and 

much, much more.  

Classes especially de-

signed for birth parents 

will also be available at 

the conference.  Topics to 

be discussed include how 

to find the right adoptive 

couple for your baby, how 

to move past your grief, 

how to tell people about 

the process, staying in-

volved in FSA and much 
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If you have any com-

ments, stories or sug-

gestions for the news-

letter, please contact 

Susan Jensen: 

susanrjen-

sen@yahoo.com 

http://www.birthmotherbaskets.blogspot.com/
http://www.birthmotherbaskets.blogspot.com/
http://www.birthmotherbaskets.blogspot.com/
https://www.thechristmasboxhouse.org/site/
https://www.thechristmasboxhouse.org/site/
http://familiessupportingadoption.blogspot.com/2010/03/call-to-artists-and-those-who-love-art.htmlC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://familiessupportingadoption.blogspot.com
http://familiessupportingadoption.blogspot.com
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eventid=851705C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM


Okay, where do I begin?  I am Beth and I am from Scot-

land.  I moved here after marrying my husband, Mark.   

We wanted to have children right away.  After months of 

disappointment and negative pregnancy tests, we spoke 

to the doctor who referred us to a specialist.  It was then 

that we discovered it was going to be impossible for us to 

conceive naturally.  Everywhere I looked, there seemed 

to be pregnant ladies.  Every conversation seemed to fo-

cus on labour stories and epidurals.  I felt so lonely.   

We threw ourselves into adoption.  I was completely ob-

sessed with getting paperwork done, making profiles, 

doing fingerprints, everything that needed to be done.  It 

was hard work, but my fuel was my desire to be a 

mother.  It was the first thing I thought of when I woke 

up in the morning and my last thought of the day. 

On August 6, 2003, we raced to Iowa to meet our birth 

mother, Sandra*.  We were nervous and excited all rolled 

up into one.  We went out to dinner and got to know each 

other.  It was so exciting.  The next day, we got the call.  

He was born!  Our son.  We raced to the hospital to meet 

him.  We named him Jacob.  We fell in love with him 

instantly.  The hospital set us up in a little side room off 

the nursery where, for the next three days, we stayed with 

our boy.  We fed him, we changed him, we cradled him, 

we loved him.  We sat 

in the rocking chair 

and planned our future 

with our precious new-

born son.  Nothing 

could have prepared us 

for the news—Sandra 

changed her mind.  

She decided she did 

not want him placed 

for adoption.  We were 

devastated beyond 

belief.  We returned 

home to Arizona with an empty car seat and broken 

hearts.   

Three months later, we headed to Utah, where we met 

Ann*.  We had planned to spend the day getting to know 

her, but the baby had other plans.  She labored through 

the night.  We got an early morning call and raced to the 

hospital.  When we got there, she was still in labor and 

invited us into the room to witness the birth.  We were 

honored.  We sat in awe as we witnessed his amazing 

birth.  Then, the doctor placed him in my arms.  It was 

the best feeling in the world.  We named him Kyle (a 

family name of the birth mother).  I was very worried that 

history would repeat 

itself and that she might 

change her mind.  But 

this was to be our child; 

we were able to take 

our boy home to Ari-

zona and raise him.  Six 

months later, we final-

ized the adoption, and a 

week later, we were 

sealed to our son.  It 

was one of the high-

lights of my life!

(Continued on Page 3) 

Placement posts 

Page 2 

Meet baby ava grace pugmire 



Meet baby ava grace pugmire (cont’d) 

Placement posts 

Page 3 

(Continued from Page 2)  A year later, we had a successful 

round of fertility treatments, resulting in the birth of our 

son, Brody.  Two years 

later, with more fertility 

help, I conceived and de-

livered our son, Owen.  

Life with three boys was 

busy, but perfect.  Life 

was full and happy be-

yond belief. 

In February of this year, 

we found out about a 

situation that involved a 

friend of ours and her 

sister Tia, from Puerto 

Rico.  She came to stay 

with her sister in Arizona to have the baby.  Her plan was 

to place her baby for adoption so the infant could be sealed 

to a family.  We were not looking to adopt at this time—

Owen was only 11 months old and we found the fertility 

route was working well for us in our desire to grow our 

family.  However, I could not get this girl out of my mind.  

When I saw her at church, I felt very drawn to her.  One 

evening, I felt very prompted to volunteer ourselves as a 

potential option for Tia to consider.  There are so many 

details that are too sacred to share.  Very quickly, we found 

ourselves “matched” with our birth mother.  There was a 

special connection there that nobody could deny.   

The baby was due in about two months.  We were not 

home study certified—there was so much to do!  We were 

able to move fast, and got through the stacks of paperwork 

in just one week!  LDSFS said we might have broken the 

record for fastest submission of paperwork ever.  We both 

felt that this child was meant to be part of our family, and 

we were determined to bring her home.   

In April of this year, we were informed that the birth father 

was making plans to come to Arizona to contest the adop-

tion.  We considered the emotional and legal risks, and 

both felt we wanted to proceed.   

On April 23, Tia went into labor.  She was rushed to the 

hospital, where she was given an emergency C-section due 

to the breech presentation of the baby.  Mark and I waited 

outside the room until it was time to meet our daughter.  I 

was allowed in first.  As I held her in my arms, tears fell 

from my eyes.  She was the most beautiful little girl I have 

ever seen!  We named her Ava Grace.  We took her into 

the nursery and fed her and cuddled with her.   

When Mark’s dad got there, he gave Tia the blessing she 

had requested.  We all went into her recovery room to be 

there for the blessing.  This could have been an awkward 

situation for us 

all, as it was the 

first time Tia 

saw the baby.  

We were all in 

the room to-

gether, but the 

only thing any-

one could feel 

was complete 

love and peace.  

It was such a 

beautiful and 

special feeling.   

I spent the next 

few days in Tia’s 

hospital room 

with her.  Me, 

Ava and Tia.  It 

was so comfort-

able and special to be able to have all this time together.  I 

felt like I needed to be a sponge and soak up as much of 

Tia as I could, so that I would be able to give it to Ava.  

Oh!  I forgot to mention that Tia speaks Spanish and her 

English is extremely limited, but this was not a problem for 

us.  We found ourselves communicating without any prob-

lems.  It is especially interesting as I have a thick Scottish 

accent and people usually struggle to understand me, but 

this was not a problem for Tia.  In fact, I found myself 

translating for her often.  (Continued on Page 4) 
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When we left the hospital, 

Mark and I took our new 

baby home.  It was a beau-

tiful day!  That same day, 

we got a phone call from 

LDS Family Services tell-

ing us that the birth father 

was in town.  He had 

flown in from Puerto Rico.  

We were stressed and anx-

ious that this baby girl, 

whom we loved so much, 

might not get to stay.  The 

birth father had 30 days to 

file a petition with the 

court.  We were to wait this out, acknowledging that Ava 

might be removed from our home, leaving behind a painful 

hole in our hearts.  It was the most intense few weeks of 

our lives!  On the 31st day from the time the birth father 

was served, the agency checked with the court, finding out 

that nothing had been filed.  The adoption could proceed.  

It was the biggest relief of my life.  I was literally dancing 

about in my living room! 

We met with Tia again.  She signed away her parental 

rights and we signed our adoption placement papers.  We 

explained to our boys that Tia was agreeing to give the 

baby to us and we were promising that we will always love 

and care for the baby (an adoption covenant).   

The next day, Tia was to fly home to Puerto Rico.  It was 

an emotional day for us all.  We had gone through this in-

tense few months together and had felt such an emotional 

connection to each other.  There were many tears and hugs.  

Tia flew home that night. 

We are currently await-

ing finalization.  We 

have our court date set 

and our sealing is sched-

uled.  This is what joy 

feels like! 

So here we are now, our 

family.  Our special little 

family.  Each of our chil-

dren came into our fam-

ily one-by-one.  Each 

with their own amazing 

stories.  One thing I have 

learned throughout this 

experience is that Heav-

enly Father has a plan for each of His precious children.  

He is in charge of where they go.  I am grateful that He has 

trusted me to be the mother of these precious spirits.  I love 

my amazing children and am honored to be their mommy.  

I love our birth mothers and their courage and strength.  

They are both heroes to me.  We will always be grateful for 

the amazing sacrifices they made on behalf of these chil-

dren.   

My advice for anyone anxiously waiting is do your part, 

then let the Lord do His.  It will happen in His time.  Only 

in His time.  Be ready!  It is worth the heartache, the pain, 

the hard work, the waiting, the disappointment.  It is worth 

it! 

By Beth Pugmire 

* The names of all the birth mothers have been changed to 

protect their privacy.   

“Every child comes with the message that God is not 

yet discouraged of man.” 

- Rabindranath Tagore, Indian author 
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Grace 

Michelle 

entered 

the world 

on May 4 

and was 

placed 

into our 

arms by 

two lov-

ing birth parents on May 7. 

When we first learned we would be adopting, we imme-

diately began telling people.  Everyone from family, 

friends, ward members, and neighbors to random people 

at the grocery store.  Everyone.  Once we were certified, 

we put our information up on the It’s About Love site as 

well as at Parent Profiles.  We were only contacted once 

by someone through each, and neither led anywhere.   

Our birth mom is actually in our ward.  Our bishop en-

couraged her to talk to us about adoption (not placing 

with us, but just learning more about adoption).  We 

were thrilled to talk to her and bore our testimony about 

open adoption and how much we wanted one.  From the 

first time we met to the time she officially chose us was 

about four months.   

We met the birth father shortly after, and he was not 

thrilled about adoption.  He began to fight the adoption 

and ended up filing for custody.  We spoke to his parents 

and tried speaking to him, but he was not budging.  We 

decided it was time for us to move on and allow the birth 

mom to prepare to raise her baby on her own (this was 

about two weeks before Grace was born).   

A couple days later, the birth father called and asked if 

we would all come and talk to him and his family.  We 

jumped at the chance.  He had gotten sick, so sick that he 

needed to go to the hospital.  He couldn’t go, though, 

because he had no insurance and no money.  He realized 

that it would be impossible to raise a child if he couldn’t 

even care for himself.  So he agreed to move forward 

with the adoption and wanted us to be the parents.   

Grace was born a week later.  I was able to be in the 

room when she was born, and it was the most magical 

experience.  I felt so close to our birth mom and wished 

that I could take away her pain.   

Grace has been in our home for seven weeks now and I 

can’t even express how much my husband and I love her.  

She brings such a wonderful spirit into our home.  Our 

extended families have been so supportive of us and 

can’t get enough of little Gracie either.  We are so happy 

that we decided to move forward with adoption and it 

has brought us more joy than we could have ever imag-

ined.  We both look forward to the day when Grace will 

be sealed to our family for eternity. 

By Angee Colvin 

Have you recently had a child placed in your home?  If so, we’d love to hear 

about it!  Couples in the process of adopting would especially like to know about 

all the ways you worked to make your adoption happen and what methods ulti-

mately led you to your child.  Are you doing something interesting to finance your 

adoption?  Do you have tips for other adoptive couples who might be growing 

frustrated with the  search for their child?  Don’t keep your smarts to yourself!  

Please send stories and photographs to susanrjensen@yahoo.com.     

mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
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Events at-a-glance 

July 4, 2010 

Happy 4th of july! 

July 24, 2010 

Happy pioneer day! 

July 30-31 

Fsa national conference 

Layton, Utah 

Register now! 

October 8-9 

Fsa regional conference 

Lds institute building @ asu 

 

June 5, 2010 

Dbacks v. rockies 

http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eventid=851705C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/Adoption


Save The Date—SW Regional Conference 

events 

Page 7 

If you won’t be able to make it to the National Families Supporting Adoption Conference at 

the end of July, don’t worry, the Southwest Regional FSA conference will be here before you 

know it.  The Mesa FSA chapter will be serving as the host chapter to many other FSA 

chapters across the Southwest.  The 2-day event will be held conveniently at the ASU 

Institute Building, located on McAllister in Tempe.  We are very fortunate to be able to use 

this awesome facility this year. 

The theme “Linked in Love: Celebrating Adoption Together” 

was carefully chosen to reflect the three members of the 

adoption triad, the Birthparents, Adoptive Parents and the 

Adopted Child and the relationships formed between them.  

No matter which part you play, adoption is worth 

celebrating! 

We hope you will all join us the evening of Friday, October 

8th and Saturday, October  9th for two fun-filled days of 

adoption education, fellowshipping, swag bags, awesome 

food and entertainment.    

Be on the lookout for more detailed information about this event (the conference will fulfill  

your certification or renewal LDSFS education requirement) in our upcoming eNewsletters 

and in your mailbox.  Please feel free to invite adoptees, parents of adopted children, 

prospective adoptive parents, birthparents and their families, agency representatives and 

others who celebrate adoption and may be interested in attending. 

We are very excited to hear from and visit with amazing adoption advocates like Lindsey 

Redfern of  “theRhouse” blog, Kerstin Daynes, author of  Infertility: Help, Hope, and 

Healing, Attorney Brent Ellsworth and other amazing speakers and entertainers.  Topics will 

include Parenting the Adopted Child, Trans-racial Adoption issues, Surviving the Adoption 

Roller Coaster,  Adoption and Schools, Avoiding Adoption Fraud, assorted panels and as a 

part of our “Adoption Options” segment, adopting through Foster Care, International 

Adoption, Parent Profiles, Attorneys and others.  There will also be an entire birthparent 

track, specifically for birthparents and their families.   

Please make this conference a priority and plan to attend with us.  There will be raffles, 

prizes and a special gift for each attendee.  This will be an incredible experience you won’t 

want to miss!   We’ll see you there!! 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 ***There will be no Adoption Academy in July as 

previously scheduled.  Please plan to attend the  Regional 

Conference in October to fulfill your education 

requirements for certification or renewal! 

1 2 
3 

4 

Independence 

Day 

5 6 7 8 

New Couple 

Intake  

3pm @ LDSFS 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Pioneer Day 

25 
26 27 28 29 30 

FSA National 

Conference 

31 

FSA National 

Conference 
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2 3 4 5 6 

7 

8 9 10 11 12 

New Couple 

Intake  

3pm @ LDSFS 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 
30     

There will be an educational workshop in August.  Please be on the 

lookout for more information by email.  Thanks! 

August 2010 calendar 

Back to School this week! 


