
Classes and panels will 

address topics such as 

dealing with fertility; what 

to do while waiting for a 

placement; foster adoption;  

cultural identity in adop-

tion; and much more.  Cost 

is $20 per couple if pre-

registered or $30 at the 

door.  Full class presenters,  

birthparents, and LDSFS 

representatives can attend 

at no cost.   

Registration forms for the 

FSA Regional Conference 

were emailed.  Forms can 

also be downloaded here.  

Instructions for paying 

fees are included on the 

form. 

Register now for national/regional conference 

Two exciting adoption con-

ferences are coming up—the 

National FSA Conference in 

Layton, Utah, and the Re-

gional (Arizona) Conference 

in Mesa.  You are invited to 

participate in both.   

The National Conference will 

take place in Utah on July 31 

and August 1 at the Davis 

Conference Center.  Cost is 

$60 per couple; $30 for an 

individual; and free for ex-

pectant parents, birthparents 

and their families.  Class/

panel topics include: adoption 

advocacy; promoting adop-

tion through the media; af-

fording adoption; Christlike 

parenting; hair and skin care 

for children of color; and 

much, much more.  Former 

BYU football player Troy 

Dunn will be the keynote 

speaker.   

More information can be 

found on the FSA blog.  

You can find registration 

information here. 

The Regional Conference 

will be held on Friday, Au-

gust 7 and Saturday, August 

8.  Friday will be a family 

comedy show at Jester’Z in 

Scottsdale.  The show—

appropriate for all ages—

costs $5 per adult.  Children 

are free.  Show begins at 6 

p.m.  Saturday’s events will 

go from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

tioned here as an item 

that may be of interest to 

members of LDSFSA.  

Join at your own risk.  As 

always, 

remember 

to use 

caution 

when posting personal 

information on the Inter-

net. 

If you’re interested in 

connecting with others in 

the adoption community, 

or finding more informa-

tion on adoption topics, 

feel free to check out the 

website.  It appears to be 

a valuable resource. 

With the popularity of social 

networks like Facebook and 

Twitter, it’s not surprising 

that the adoption community  

now has its 

own net-

working 

website.  

Adoption Voices is similar 

to Facebook, in that it al-

lows users to create profiles, 

add friends, and join groups 

(such as ―International 

Adoption,‖ ―Foster Adop-

tion,‖ ―Open Adoption,‖ 

etc.)  Forums allow users to 

ask and answer questions, 

discuss adoption topics and 

get to know other members 

of the website.  Chat is also 

available.   

The site also provides links 

to members’ blogs; a store 

which carries adoption 

books, clothing, and other 

items; an adoption records 

search; and more. 

Many Arizona LDSFSA 

members have already 

joined.  Caution:  This site 

is not owned, supported or 

recommended by The 

Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-Day Saints.  Adop-

tion Voices is only men-
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What’s new on the web:  Adoption voices 

Families Supporting Adoption  

Mesa, Arizona Chapter 

eNewsletter 

Inside this issue: 

We are always looking for 

contributions to the news-

letter.  Please email Susan 

Jensen with any placement 

stories, fundraising/

advertising ideas, photos, 

event announcements, etc.  

http://www.adoptionvoices.com 

http://fsamesa.wordpress.com/2009/07/06/az-regional-fsa-conference-registration-begins/
http://fsamesa.wordpress.com/2009/06/15/national-fsa-conference-info/
http://familiessupportingadoption.blogspot.com/2009/06/national-conference-information.html
http://jesterzimprov.com/haha/Home.html
http://www.facebook.com/
http://twitter.com
http://www.adoptionvoices.com
http://www.lds.org
http://www.lds.org
http://www.lds.org
http://www.adoptionvoices.com
http://www.adoptionvoices.com
http://www.adoptionvoices.com
mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
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By Susan Jensen 

About the time the nation 

was gearing up to celebrate 

July 4th, our 7 month old 

decided to make her own 

declaration of independence.  

Julianna (whom we adopted 

in November) has been 

scooting for awhile, but 

she’s now perfected a scoot/

crawl combo that can—and 

does– get her anywhere she 

wants to go.  This is getting 

to be a problem.  After fish-

ing a Star Wars figure, a 

Lego and a small hairball 

(we don’t have a cat—the 

hair was mine) out of her 

mouth, I realized that my 

baby-proofing skills might 

need a little work.  Julianna 

is our fourth child, so it’s not 

as if I’ve never prepped my 

house for a baby.  Still, it 

seems as if I’m a little rusty.  

So, I thought it might be 

beneficial to us all—

experienced parents, new 

parents and prospective par-

ents—to discuss the fine art 

of baby-proofing. 

The best advice I’ve ever 

heard on this subject is: Get 

down on your hands and 

knees and crawl through 

your house.  This gives you 

a baby’s-eye-view, allowing 

you to see things you might 

miss otherwise.  Pay special 

attention to electrical outlets, 

cords, plants, household 

cleaners, medications, pesti-

cides, blind cords and any 

small items on which a child 

could choke.  It won’t be 

long before your baby’s 

pulling him/herself up to 

stand, so note any items that 

will need to be moved to 

higher ground (think break-

able knickknacks, glass 

dishes, small objects).  Ba-

bies are experts at pulling 

things over on top of them-

selves, so take stock of items 

that need to be moved or 

secured to the wall.  Once 

you’ve made these notes, get 

cracking.   

There are numerous safety 

devices on the market, from 

baby gates to cabinet locks 

to outlet plugs.  Use the 

items that work for you and 

your child.  If your child 

cannot yet open doors, many 

accidents can be avoided 

simply by closing doors.  

Never underestimate the lure 

of a toilet bowl—give a baby 

five minutes and she’ll be 

splashing in the water, toss-

ing toys inside, or even put-

ting herself at the risk of 

drowning.  Close and/or lock 

doors leading to rooms that 

can be dangerous for your 

baby/toddler. 

Since this is Arizona, it’s 

always necessary to talk 

about pools.  In order to pass 

our home studies, we all had 

to make sure our pools were 

secure.  Still, it’s important 

to stress that accidents hap-

pen all the time, even despite 

fences and child locks.  

Never leave your baby alone 

around water, even small 

amounts.  Keep chairs, 

stools, deck boxes, etc. away 

from the fence, where a tod-

dler or older child could eas-

ily climb over the pool 

fence.  Consider taking a 

―Mommy (Daddy) and Me‖ 

type swimming class, where 

you can learn CPR and other 

methods of keeping kids safe 

around water. 

There are endless ways to 

make your home safer for 

your baby, so many that it 

may feel overwhelming, if 

not impossible.  There’s no 

need to be paranoid, just 

vigilant.  A child’s declara-

tion of independence is a 

good thing.  Really. 

Find more baby-

proofing tips at: 

 

 

Safe Kids USA 

Phoenix Fire Dept.  

WebMD 

Parents.com 

Babycenter.com 

http://www.usa.safekids.org/C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://phoenix.gov/FIRE/watersafe.htmlC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://www.webmd.com/parenting/healthtool-baby-proofing-guide
http://www.parents.com/baby/safety/babyproofing/C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://www.babycenter.com/baby-childproofingC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
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Our journey to find Lyla started with 

the loss of another baby... 

It really all started back around 

Christmas. I had the feeling while we 

were in Australia for the holiday that 

we were meant to have another baby... 

soon. I repeatedly said to my family 

that about the time Masie turned one, 

we would be ready. I got a lot of eye 

rolls and, "Are you sure? That's really 

soon."  I'm telling you I JUST KNEW! 

I made sure we stayed current 

with our adoption certification through 

LDSFS that was coming due on April 

9th. Then I started looking. Luke was 

totally on board, but it's really my 

drive, my thing, and my feelings that 

keep us moving 

toward finding 

our babies. He is 

super suppor-

tive, does every 

task I ask of 

him, and lets me 

know he knows 

I know what I'm 

doing. 

 

We were com-

pletely happy 

with the agency that placed us with 

Masie, so I called them. Our old case-

worker was excited to again hear from 

us. Her advice, "Don't go with another 

agency. Stay with us. We will find you 

another baby." She was VERY ada-

mant. I felt really good speaking with 

her, but still in the back of my head I'm 

thinking, "Maybe she just wants my 

money. I know there are babies in 

other agencies. Maybe another agency 

is where we should go." But I quickly 

filled out the application for our previ-

ous adoption agency and overnighted it 

to them. I also continued with my work 

with two other agencies. (We couldn’t 

yet use LDSFS because Masie was 

only 10 months old.) 

I checked my voicemail after 

church Sunday, May 3rd. 

It was our old case worker.  I 

called, ASAP! and had to leave a mes-

sage because she was now at church! 

I paced back and forth , Luke 

watching me the whole time (luckily 

the kids were napping). 

I said to him, "I know what 

she's going to say." 

"What?" 

"Masie's birthmom (Corina) is 

pregnant again. And she wants to place 

her new baby with us." 

"Ha! You think?" 

Then my cell rang... 

"Emrie, Corina is pregnant 

again. Do you want her baby?" 

I AM NOT KIDDING! this is 

exactly how it happened! I was gasp-

ing for breath. 

Our case worker knew when I 

called her the week before, but she 

couldn’t tell us.  Legally, she had to 

wait to learn from Corina that it was ok 

to tell us. We learned that Corina (due 

with her baby the beginning of August) 

had called our agency to say she was 

going to (Continued on next page)     
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(Cont’d from Page 3) place another 

baby just a few days before I called to 

tell them we were searching again. If I 

hadn't called them to initiate our de-

sire, I'm not sure what would have 

happened.  IT DOESN'T MATTER. 

Corina has chosen us again! 

Then came the bad news. We spent a 

couple weeks dreaming and planning 

for our next addition. On May 19th I 

answered the call that nearly broke my 

heart. The birthfather has decided he 

wants to parent Corina's baby. 

Sob. There is nothing we can do but 

pray that this baby girl is loved and 

cherished. 

This was a rough week for us. I could-

n't believe how everything had fallen 

so nicely into place. She was meant to 

be ours! Why did it work out so 

smoothly to fall through my fingers 

now? Free agency or something, right? 

Our agency, A Guardian Angel Adop-

tions, felt terrible, and they let us know 

they were on a mission to find us an-

other baby. 

As Masie and I left town on Thursday, 

May 28th for my brother's high school 

graduation in ID, I left a voice mes-

sage with A Guardian telling them I'd 

be in the area (they're located near 

SLC) "just in case" they needed me for 

anything. I don't think "inspired" is the 

right word for me leaving that message 

because I felt a little silly, but it got the 

job done. 

They called me on Saturday the 30th to 

tell me a little about Jennifer, who 

wanted to place her baby girl for adop-

tion due the second week of July. 

Could I meet with her Sunday morning 

for breakfast? 

Jennifer had gone into early labor be-

cause of a bladder infection on Friday 

afternoon, so they had to find an adop-

tive family right away just in case the 

baby was born. We were the agency's 

first pick... Had it not been for the 

heartache we went through, we might 

not have been chosen for Lyla. 

Jennifer and the baby were ok. They 

gave the baby steroids to help her 

lungs just in case she came early, but 

they were released from the hospital 

Saturday afternoon. I was able to meet 

with Jennifer for breakfast the next day 

before catching my flight home in the 

afternoon. We made plans to talk again 

by phone after her doctor's appoint-

ment on Tuesday. We parted with her 

asking, "Are you sure you're ready for 

this? I'd like for you to have my baby."  

DEFINITELY! 

Masie and I made it home safely. We 

took some deep breaths on Monday. 

Our case worker called us Tuesday, 

June 2nd at 2:30 p.m. and asked what I 

was doing. Putting away groceries.  

She said, "You’d better get on the next 

flight because your baby is coming 

today." 

We had 2 hours to pack and pull to-

gether our final documents then race to 

the airport. I have to give a big shout 

out to Suzanne at the LDSFS’s office 

for so speedily helping us get copies of 

our certificates. Thank you! 

Typically, we were traveling with two 

sick kids. Guess it's never a convenient 

time for kids to be sick, but sheesh! 

I got a text message just as the flight 

attendant told us to "turn off all electri-

cal devices" that our baby girl had ar-

rived by c-section and she and her 

birthmother were doing fine.  Jennifer 

never felt sick or in any pain and was 

able to leave the hospital after 3 days. 

We love her and look forward to keep-

ing in touch with her. 

Lyla Monique Stoten arrived June 

2nd at 6:49 p.m. in perfect health. She 

weighed 5lbs 4 oz and stretched 17 

inches long. She is gorgeous. We are 

blessed, again and again and again. 

This story has been excerpted.  To read 

more, visit The Stotens blog. 

_______________________________ 

Dedicated to: Daddy (Shane Hilton) 

From: Carter CJ (Age 2) 

I’m Happy You’re My Dad 

I feel safe when you are with me; 

You show me fun things to do; 

You make my life much better; 

The best father I know is you. 

 

I’m happy you’re my dad; 

And so I want to say; 

I love you, Dad, and wish you 

A (belated) Happy Father’s Day! 

Poem by Joanna Fuchs 

 

http://lukemrie.blogspot.com
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All photos courtesy of Tamra Hyde 
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Upcoming events 

July 31-august 1, 2009 

National fsa conference in Layton, utah 

August 7, 2009 

Family comedy night at jester'z 

6 p.m.—7117 e mcdowell rd.; Scottsdale 

Cost: $5 per adult; kids are free 

August 8, 2009 

FSA regional conference 

8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Lds chapel 

3434 E. McDowell rd. 

Mesa, Az 85213 

Cost: $20 for pre-registered couple; $30 at the 
door; $10 for single adoptive parent; free for 

presenters, ldsfs staff, & birthparents 

 Help Needed 

As part of the Regional FSA Conference, we are 

collecting photographs depicting the adoption proc-

ess.  Pictures can be of birth families, adoptive fami-

lies, placement, LDSFS caseworkers—anything that 

involves adoption.  We have only received about a 

dozen so far and will need many more, unless you 

want the Allens to pull out their entire collection 

(They take A LOT of pictures).  The photos need to 

be in digital form.  Please send your contributions 

to fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org or to andre-

aallen@cox.net if the files are large.  Thanks so 

much for helping out! 

Join us for FSA Regional Conference 

Friday, August 7—private comedy show at jester'z—appropriate for all ages 

Saturday, august 8—classes/panels/discussions of relevant topics, including: 

 Infertility 

 Working with birthparents 

 Special needs resources 

 Exploring cultural identity in adoption 

 Newborn care/cpr 

 More (topics subject to change) 

See “upcoming events” box below for times/locations/prices 

Register now by filling out the form that was e-mailed to you.  If you do not have a form, it can be 

found on the fsa blog or Page 7 of this newsletter.  Cost is $20/couple if pre-registered or $30 

at the door; $10 for adoptive parent attending singly; free for full class presenters, ldsfs staff/

representatives, and birthparents.  See registration form for more information. 

http://jesterzimprov.com/haha/Home.htmlC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
mailto:fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org
mailto:andreaallen@cox.net
mailto:andreaallen@cox.net
http://jesterzimprov.com/haha/Home.htmlC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/_Copy%20of%20WD%20Sync%2008-06-2006%2008-50%20PM
http://fsamesa.wordpress.com
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