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If you have any comments, 

stories or suggestions for 

the newsletter, please con-

tact Susan Jensen at: 

susanrjensen@yahoo.com 

 Your input is always wel-

come! 

In this issue ... 

By Kim Farnsworth 

Earlier this year my hus-

band, Kent, and I adopted 

a sweet baby boy, Forest.  

He has been a blessing to 

our family and we can't 

imagine life without him.  

Forest is now 10 months 

old, and we recently found 

out that his birthmother is 

pregnant again and is due 

in February.  The spirit 

confirmed to our hearts 

that we should pursue 

adopting this baby so that 

Forest and his sibling 

could be together.  Al-

though we are very excited 

to add another sweet spirit 

to our family, there is one 

major obstacle for us: 

money. 

Times are tough for every-

one now, and having just 

recently finalized Forest's 

adoption, moving forward 

with yet another adoption 

is overwhelm-

ing.  Yet, as we 

prayed about 

our concerns, 

the Lord gave 

our hearts 

peace and told 

us to have faith 

and not worry. 

Although we 

had heard of 

other adoptive 

couples holding 

fundraisers, it 

wasn't our first 

thought to take 

that route.  

Luckily, a good 

friend took it upon herself 

to organize a fundraiser for 

us.  She planned and or-

ganized a huge yard sale/ 

bake sale in our neighbor-

hood.  She used e-mail and 

Facebook as her primary 

routes of advertising, and 

we also blasted mass e-

mails out to our friends 

and family.  

Our friend, 

Jennie, with 

the help of my 

sister also cre-

ated a Face-

book event 

page which 

proved to be 

very useful in 

communicat-

ing with many 

people at 

once.  Several 

of the people invited to 

join the Facebook event, 

ended up forwarding it on 

so that a lot more people 

were made aware of it. 

Another good thought our 

friend Jennie had was to 

open a bank account solely 

to be used for donations.  

We were able to work with 

our bank and open an ac-

count that would allow us 

to publish the account 

number without compro-

mising our private funds.  

We also posted informa-

tion on our blog about the 

fundraiser and friends 

from out-of-state began 

sending donations too.  We 

were and still are over-

whelmed by the generosity 

(Continued on Page 2) 

mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=194113493247
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=194113493247
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=194113493247
http://farnies.blogspot.com


Farnsworths focus on faith & fundraising (cont’d) 

news 

Page 2 

(Continued from Page 1) we experi-

enced even during these financially 

hard times.  What a blessing! 

On the day of the yard sale, many 

members of our ward donated furni-

ture, clothing, electronics and other 

used goods to be sold.  Other friends 

also donated craft and boutique items 

to sell, and Jennie baked all week 

long to sell various Christmas foods 

and treats.  The fundraiser started at 7 

a.m. and went to 2 p.m.  In the end, 

we were able to raise $1200.  We are 

so grateful to our friend for organiz-

ing the event, and so very grateful to 

all who donated items, time and 

money.   

We also held an online auction on 

January 29—February 1.  It included 

services like massages, life coaching 

sessions, salon makeover, electrical 

work, etc.  It was a huge success.  

We raised $3000.   

The adoption fees are significantly 

more than the money we were able to 

raise, but we just found out that 

we’re receiving a substantial tax re-

turn that will make up most of the 

difference.  It’s truly been a miracle 

considering in December we only 

had $200 in savings and that was it!  

The Lord really can move mountains. 

We know that the Lord watches over 

the adoption process and provides a 

way for His will to happen.  We con-

tinue to move forward in faith know-

ing that he’s watching over our fam-

ily and our future child.   

 

You know that cute baby you’re always bragging about?  Or that fabulous fundraiser you 

just held to help fund your adoption?  What about that great marketing tip you used to 

help find your baby?  Don’t keep your smarts to yourself.  FSA would love to hear all 

about your placements, fundraisers, ideas and tips.   

 

We’re not looking for Shakespeares (although that would be cool) - just people like you to 

share your stories.   Just write from the heart, attach photos if you have them and send it 

all to susanrjensen@yahoo.com.  The more contributions we receive, the better our 

newsletter will be! 

 

mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
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Finding families:  Meet Ben & Emily 

Matt and Jen met in Provo and mar-

ried in 2001.  They graduated from 

BYU, worked together teaching in 

Heber City, then returned to school at 

Nebraska and Arizona State Univer-

sity.   

They begin the notorious adoption 

paperwork in 2003.  After five long 

years, a young birth mother in Utah 

selected them to parent her child.  

Abigail Amanda was born in Febru-

ary 2008 and placed three days later.  

Full of energy, Abby loves to run and 

dance.   

Their family enjoys traveling and 

watching college football (BYU & 

Nebraska). 

They main-

tain an ex-

ceptionally 

open rela-

tionship 

with their 

birth 

mother, 

Amanda, 

and are anx-

iously look-

ing for a 

sibling for 

Abby. 

To learn more about Matt and Jen, 

visit their profile on Itsaboutlove.org 

and their personal blog.   

Ben and Emily have been married for 

10 years and have a  6-year-old son, 

Adam.  They are excited about the 

opportunity to welcome a new child 

into their family through adoption.   

Ben is an 

environ-

mental en-

gineer and 

Emily, a 

former ele-

mentary 

school 

teacher, is 

now a stay-

at-home 

mom.  

Adam is in 

kindergar-

ten and lov-

ing every 

minute of it.  Traditions are a big part 

of Ben and Emily’s family.  Every 

month, their home looks a little dif-

ferent, depending on the time of year.  

Ben and Emily also enjoy the out-

doors as a family, including camping, 

swimming and zoo outings.   

 

Ben and Emily have been talking to 

Adam about adoption and he is so 

excited to have a new brother or sis-

ter.  Adam has even been drawing 

pictures of his future brother or sister 

and putting them on the refrigerator.  

Ben and Emily would love to partici-

pate in an open adoption, writing let-

ters and sending photos to keep their 

birth mother informed.  Ben and 

Emily feel that they have been led 

down this path and hope to find a 

birth mother that feels the same way.   

 

You can learn more about Ben and 

Emily by visiting their profile on It-

saboutlove.org and their personal 

blog.     

https://itsaboutlove.org/ial/profiles/8288486/ourMessage.jsf
http://www.itsaboutlove.org
http://mattandjenfamily.blogspot.com
https://itsaboutlove.org/ial/profiles/18103265/ourMessage.jsfC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/HP_Administrator/My%20Documents/Adoption
http://www.itsaboutlove.org
http://www.itsaboutlove.org
http://followmetothehut.com
http://followmetothehut.com
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If you’re a “Finding Family” interested in being spotlighted on the FSA Mesa blog, email Andrea at fsa-az-

mesa@ldschurch.org.  We average about 20 hits on the blog a day and on our busiest day, reached 96.   The day 

Ben and Emily’s post went live, we had 53.  Many families are linked to the FSA Mesa blog from their personal or 

adoption blogs, so you never know how many people your profile will actually reach.    

We hope this will be another benefit for the couples involved in our Mesa FSA chapter.  Please take a moment to 

reply to fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org or andrea_allen@cox.net (if your picture is large) with the info listed above if 

you would like to be spotlighted.    

In order to participate, you must be currently certified AND up on the Itsaboutlove.org site, so we can link to 

your profile.  (If you are currently certified, but not up on the site, we encourage you to complete your bluestep 

online profile ASAP.  Please let us know if you need help doing so.)  If you have a personal website or adoption 

blog, we may link to that as well.  This "service" will be provided on a first come first served basis, so the sooner 

you send your info, the sooner your profile will be spotlighted.   (Please remember that each profile should be 

shown for a week, so it may take a while to get to yours, but we will get to all of them and then we’ll start again 

from the top!)   

What we want from you: 

1. A short intro paragraph about you and your family. 

2. At least one recent photo (within the last year) in .jpg format (faces need to be clearly visible and 

should be of immediate family members only.) 

3. Your first names (so we can search for your profile on the Itsaboutlove.org site) or the url link for your 

profile 

4. Your personal website/blog address  

5. Written permission (included in the email) to post your info on the blog 

6. Any other info you would like us to include about you in the post. 

Our long awaited FSA Mesa Playgroups are up and run-

ning.  We plan to hold 3 playgroups each month, one in 

the North, one in the South and one Transracial group by 

special request.  Anyone is free to attend any playgroup 

(or all 3) and the “region” is in no way meant to deter-

mine who can attend, but rather denotes the area in 

which the park is located.  Our chapter ranges from 

Tempe and Chandler to North Mesa, down to Queen 

Creek and Maricopa.  Our LDSFS agency covers a vast 

area so if you would like to have a playgroup closer to 

your home, please let us know and we will try to make 

those arrangements.  If you would like to attend, please 

RSVP so we will know who to look for.  Otherwise, look 

for other FSA Mesa members or a “FSA” sign near the 

playground equipment if the park is large.  Playgroups 

will continue until is becomes too hot for the kids to play 

outdoors.  (We’ll work on finding some indoor locations. 

If you have any ideas, please let us know.)  We hope to 

see you all there!  Details and maps can be found on the 

Upcoming Events page on the Mesa FSA blog.  

2010 Playgroups 

mailto:fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org
mailto:fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org
mailto:fsa-az-mesa@ldschurch.org
mailto:andrea_allen@cox.net
http://fsamesa.wordpress.com/upcoming-mesa-fsa-events/
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The new year is off to a very busy start.  So much is going on this month—if you blink, 

you’re going to miss it.  Grab your calendar and a pen, because you’re not going to want to 

miss these spectacular events: 

FEBRUARY: 

12—Annual Valentine’s Day dinner for couples (see flyer on next page for more details); 

Location is 2152 East Adobe in Mesa 

14—Valentine’s Day 

15—South playgroup @ 10 a.m., Desert Mountain Park (22201 S. Hawes; Hawes & 

Ocotillo); FHE for couples without kids (3270 E. Ford, Gilbert) 

18—Transracial playgroup @ 10 a.m., McQueen Park (510 N. Horne St.; south of 

Guadalupe, east of McQueen, next to Playa del Ray Elementary) 

23—North playgroup @ 10:30 a.m., Hermosa Vista Park (on Lindsay between McKellips & 

McDowell) 

25—Educational workshop @ 7 p.m. (see flyer on Page 6 for details) 

MARCH: 

2—North playgroup @ 10:30 a.m. 

6—FSA Temple Night, Chapel Session begins @ 6:30 p.m. 

25—Educational Workshop (details TBA) 

APRIL: 

17—Adoption Academy @ 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

 

(For more details on activities and events, please visit the FSA blog.  The blog is 

constantly being updated.  Bookmark it or add it to your reader, so you don’t miss 

a thing!) 

http://fsamesa.wordpress.com
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  ADOPTION WORKSHOP 

Thursday, February 25 

7:00—8:30 p.m. 

4629 E. Guadalupe Rd.  

Gilbert, AZ  85234 

 

This workshop will cover: 

Adoption Law and the Current Tax Credit 

For the year 2010, the maximum adoption tax credit will be $12, 170 unless H.R. 213 is passed; the adoption tax credit 
will revert to $5,000  on December 31, 2010.  Please come and sign the petition to let Congressman Flake know how we 

feel. 

 

RSVP to Fred & Christina Garcia:  

(480) 705-9226 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by Families Supporting Adoption  
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Family Home Evening for Couples without children 

 

If you are a couple considering the adoption of your first child, we hope you will attend our FHE for couples without 

children.  We understand the feelings and emotions that come with the territory and hope you will know that you are 

not alone.  If “family” activities are hard for you or you are just looking for some fellowship with those who understand 

completely what you’re experiencing, FHE is the place for you.  Please consider joining us for some food, fun and 

great conversation while you journey through the adoption process.  We’re going to have an awesome time!   

Please save the date for the 3rd Monday of each month :) 



February 2010  

calendar 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 2 

North 

Playgroup—

10:30am 

3 4 5 
6 

Temple Night 

with Chapel 

Session 

6:30pm 

7 8 9 10 11 

New Couple 

Intake—3pm 

12 

 

13 

14 

 

15 

FHE for 

Couples 

without 

children -7pm 

16 

South 

Playgroup—

10am 

17 

St. Patrick’s 

Day 

18 

Transracial 

Playgroup  

10-11:30am  

McQueen Park 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

Educational 

Workshop 

26 27 

28 
29 30  

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 2 3 4 5 

6 

7 8 9 10 11 

New Couple 

Intake  - 3pm 

12 

Couples 

Valentine’s 

Activity 

6-9pm 

13 

14 

Valentine’s 

Day 

15 

FHE for 

Couples 

without 

children - 7pm 

South 

Playgroup –

10am 

16 17 18 

Transracial 

Playgroup  

10-11:30am  

McQueen Park 

19 20 

21 22 23 

North 

Playgroup—

10:30am 

24 25 

Educational 

Workshop—

7pm 

26 27 

28 
29 30  
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