
part in celebrating adop-

tion with us.  We hope to 

benefit the many adoptive 

couples, birthparents, 

adoptees and others out 

there who are friends of 

adoption, by providing the 

necessary education, sup-

port, activities and oppor-

tunities to promote adop-

tion.   

Please be on the lookout 

for these cards at our up-

coming events.   

Mesa FSA Chapter Business Cards Available 

We are very excited to an-

nounce that business cards for 

the Mesa Chapter of Families 

Supporting Adoption are in.   

Business Cards?  Why, you 

ask?  So we can share the 

good news about adoption, of 

course! 

The business cards are in full 

color, two-sided and include 

information about the pur-

poses of Families Supporting 

Adoption (FSA) as well as 

our blog and contact email. 

They are meant to be used to 

invite friends of adoption, 

whether adoptive couples or 

families, birthfamilies, 

adoptees, LDS Family Ser-

vices Agency Representa-

tives, adoption professionals 

or others to join our chapter.  

These cards can also be used 

to educate Stake Presidents, 

Bishops, auxiliary leaders and 

other members about our 

partnership with LDS Family 

Services and the support net-

work we provide to the adop-

tion community.  Do you 

know other couples or indi-

viduals who might benefit 

from membership in our 

chapter?  Do 

you know a 

couple facing 

infertility who 

may be think-

ing about their 

adoption op-

tions?  Are 

you aware of 

families who 

have adopted 

and may be 

able to share 

their experi-

ences and tes-

timony of 

adoption?  

Would you 

like to help 

others become involved and 

benefit from our support and 

activities?   

Families Supporting Adop-

tion is a relatively unknown 

support network, but we are 

growing.  There are over 

5,000 members in several 

countries and hundreds of 

members right here in the 

Phoenix Metro Area.  It is 

our goal to invite all those 

whose lives have been 

touched by adoption to take 

Please contact LDSFS im-

mediately if you are unable 

to access your profile or 

are having other difficul-

ties.  

Please send an email to 

your caseworker once your 

online profile has been 

completed.    Thanks! 

The January 12th deadline 

has been extended to January 

27, 2009 for couples to com-

plete their updated profile on 

the newly designed itsabout-

love.org website.  The launch 

of the new site has been de-

layed until the end of January 

2009 to allow more time for 

couples to complete the criti-

cal step of posting their pro-

files on the newly designed 

website. Very few have al-

ready done so.  Less than 

1/5 of eligible couples have 

completed this posting.   If 

you are eligible, please 

make every effort to com-

plete your online profile as 

soon as possible.  

The Mesa FSA chapter blog 

can be found at   

 fsamesa.wordpress.com and 

is accessible without a pass-

word.  If you are interested in 

contributing to the Mesa 

Chapter FSA blog  or chapter 

eNewsletter (or have sugges-

tions), please contact the 

chapter chairs Josh and An-

drea Allen at  

FSA-AZ-

Mesa@ldschurch.org 
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New Board Members  

Dan and Lori Worsley have consented to serve on the Executive Com-

mittee as the Secretaries of the Mesa Chapter of Families Supporting 

Adoption.  Great supporters of adoption and our chapter, the Worsleys 

will make a great addition to our board.  We hope you will all take the 

chance to get to know this wonderful couple and their two cutie pie 

boys! 

Be not merely good; be good for 
something. 

Let us so live that when we 
come to die, even the undertaker 

will be sorry. 

-Mark Twain 

We cannot direct the wind, but 
we can adjust our sails. 

The outreach programs we have been running at LDS Family Services appear to be very well received by the local 

high schools. As of today we have conducted outreach presentations at Chandler High, Compadre High, Corona Del 

Sol, Marcos De Niza, Gilbert High, and Desert Vista. Our presentation consists of a few words from one of our rep-

resentatives, followed by a birthmother sharing her adoption story, and ending with an adoptive parent sharing their 

adoption story. Teachers and students alike have praised the message we bring, and we have been invited back to 

every school next year. If you have a contact in one of the local high schools, please put them in touch with the 

agency so we can expand our outreach efforts. 

Our birth parent group is also growing quickly. We hold it 

every Wednesday evening here at the LDS Family Ser-

vices office. It is open to birthmothers who are currently 

pregnant and those who have already placed. We started 

this group in August and currently have between 8-10 

members coming every week. It is a great way to get a 

birthmother in who doesn't feel ready to see a caseworker 

but is willing to meet other birthmothers and hear from 

them about their experiences. We are very grateful for the 

FSA couples who have volunteered on occasion to serve 

our birthmother group!            

  -Audra Owens, LDSFS Caseworker 

Please also take a moment to check out http://www.adoptionaz.blogspot.com, for more information. 

http://www.adoptionaz.blogspot.com/


Jensen Family Temple Lights FHE Activity 

Placement Post/Activity Review 
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After the premature birth of our 3rd child (and 3rd 

preemie), my ob/gyn informed us that another pregnancy 

would be too risky for me and my other children.  Eric and 

I had been considering adoption anyway - now, it looked 

to be the only solution for growing our family.  It felt right 

to us, so we applied and got certified through LDSFS.   

Since we are older than the average adoptive couple 

(we're, gulp, in our 30s), already had 3 kids, and aren't 

exactly supermodels, we wondered if a birthmother would 

really choose us from among hundreds of young, cute, 

exciting couples.  Not that we didn't have faith, but we 

realized finding "our" birthmom might require some work 

on our part.  So, we told everyone we knew that we wanted 

to adopt, posted it on our blogs, put links to our profile in 

every email we sent out, and followed any 

leads.  My sister-in-law, who adopted a baby from China, 

mentioned the adoption groups she found on Yahoo!  I 

joined several of the LDS groups, and received constant 

email from them, most of which I ignored.  One day, 

however, I saw a post about a bi-racial baby who would be 

born in Louisiana around Christmastime.  For some 

reason, this message out of hundreds of others, tugged at 

my heart.  Eric and I checked out the 

situation, which involved lots of phone calls, questions, 

prayers and patience.  Finally, we signed a contract with a 

private lawyer to adopt our daughter.  Julianna Marie 

Jensen was born on November 25.  We know that the 

Spirit led us to her, but we also know that we did 

everything we could to find her - and it was worth 

every drop of blood, sweat and tears!  She's a beautiful 

little girl who fits perfectly into our family. 

December 22, 2008 the Mesa Chapter of Families 

Supporting Adoption held a 

Family Home Evening 

Activity on the Mesa LDS 

Temple grounds.  Several 

of its members gathered for        

hot chocolate and treats, 

despite the rain and cold.  

A wonderful time was 

had by all, eating, 

fellowshipping and 

hanging out together.  A 

special thanks to all who came out in support of our 

chapter and adoption.   

Upcoming Events 

 

January 15, 2009 

Educational Workshop (Openness) 

February 13, 2009 

Couples Valentine’s Activity 

February 19, 2009 

Educational Workshop 

February 28, 2009 

Adoption Academy 

March 19, 2009  

Educational Wrokshop 

TBD in March 

FSA Temple Night 



January 2009 Calendar 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 
3 

4 5  

FHE for 

Couples 

without 

children 

6 7 8 

Adoptive 

Applicant 

Orientation 

9 10 

11 

Family 

Services 

Training 

7:00pm 

12 13 14 15 

Educational 

Workshop 

7:00pm 

16 17 

18 19 

Martin 

Luther King 

Day 

20 

 

21 22 

 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 
29 30 

31 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
2 

FHE for 

Couples without 

children 

3 4 5 6 
7 

8 9 10 11 12 

Adoptive 

Applicant 

Orientation 

13 

Couples 

Activity 

14 

Valentine’s 

Day 

15 16 

Presidents’ 

Day 

17 

 

18 19 

Educational 

Workshop 

7:00pm 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Adoption 

Academy 

February 2009 Calendar 


