
If you are interested in 

helping to share the new 

pamphlet, or in helping 

with any other area of 

outreach, please contact 

LDSFS caseworker Calli 

Tidwell at the following 

address:  

calli.tidwell@ldsfamilys

ervices.org  

It’s about love pamphlet finished 

LDS Family Services is 

pleased to announce that, 

after many hours of pro 

bono work, its adoption 

outreach pamphlet is 

finished and ready to be 

shared with the adoption 

community. 

LDSFS would like to 

thank the following for 

their hard work on this 

project: 

Neil Robinson—An 

adoptive father out of the 

Mesa agency who spent many 

hours designing the pamphlet 

and readying it for publica-

tion.   

Jennifer Wyeth—After hear-

ing about the project from an 

adoptive couple, she offered 

her services as a professional 

photographer.  You can learn 

more about Jennifer on her 

website. 

D.J. Ellsworth—D.J. is 

Audra Owens‟ brother and 

the one responsible for print-

ing the pamphlet.  Visit Ells-

worth Publishing‟s website 

to learn more.   

Special thanks goes to the 

couples, birth mothers, 

adoptees and birth grand-

mother who shared their 

stories for this publication. 
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This Christmas—act like a child 

Families Supporting Adoption  

Mesa, Arizona Chapter 

eNewsletter 

If you have any comments, 

stories or suggestions for 

the newsletter, please con-

tact Susan Jensen at: 

susanrjensen@yahoo.com 

In this issue …  

Even if you don‟t yet have 

children in your home, all you 

really have to do to capture 

the magic of Christmas this 

year is act like one.  A child, 

that is.  To them, everything 

about Christmas is bright and 

wondrous.  If you‟re feeling a 

little Bah Humbug, try: 

Watching classic Christmas 

movies:  Films like (the origi-

nal) How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas, It‟s a Wonderful 

Life, Miracle on 34th Street, 

Mr. Krueger‟s Christmas and 

so many more capture the joy 

of the season. 

Reading Christmas stories:  

Polar Express, „Twas the 

Night Before Christmas, How 

the Grinch Stole Christmas 

and, my kids‟ personal favor-

ite, Are You Grumpy Santa 

Clause? Are perfect anec-

dotes to Scrooge-y feelings. 

Oohing and aahing over 

Christmas lights: Head to 

the temple to wander the 

beautifully-lit grounds and 

listen to concerts; check out 

azcentral‟s holiday lights map 

for festive neighborhoods to 

check out; or simply, take a 

walk in your own neighbor-

hood and enjoy the displays.  

(Continued on Page 6)  
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Six weeks after our daughter‟s birth, we couldn‟t feel 

more blessed by the events that have led Coco Noelle 

into our lives.  Regarding the selection process, I‟d like 

to quote our birth mother:  “My mom screened couples 

for me based on the criteria I had decided on.  She would 

show me the couples and I would decide if they were 

what I was looking for.  My family and I all read your 

profile and decided you were the two people we would 

like to raise the baby.  Your letter and picture really 

made a big impact on my family.  We actually saw your 

original picture and letter and had you picked out but not 

as our top pick because there was not enough informa-

tion about you.  But then, you wrote a new letter which 

was a little more personal and I felt we got to know you 

better and we loved the new picture in the snow.  My 

whole family picked you based on your new letter and 

picture.  My whole family is excited for you to get your 

baby and start being parents.  We firmly believe that 

Heavenly Father has inspired and guided us to you to 

raise this baby.  She deserves a mom and dad that will 

love her as their own and we firmly believe it is you.” 

While searching for our dear baby, we made a concerted 

effort to share our search.  When friends and co-workers 

asked us what we were up to, we said, “searching for a 

baby to adopt.”  When family asked what they could do 

to help, we asked them to read our profile and give us 

feedback, which incidentally, led to the rewrite that con-

firmed the decision for our birth mother.  I also write a 

blog where I posted details about our search for my read-

ers.  Most importantly, we prayed daily for our birth 

mother and that our home might be prepared for our 

child to enter.   

On an unexpected afternoon, our caseworker Calli 

brought over a basket filled with pink Onesies, stuffed 

animals and blankets.  Inside was a note, reading: “It‟s a 

girl, due date—October 25, 2009.”  After our birth 

mother made her decision, she asked what we planned to 

name our daughter.  We were nervous that she wouldn‟t 

care for the non-traditional name we had chosen, but 

when we responded “Coco,” our birth mother said, “I 

was really excited to hear you were naming her Coco.  

That has been my nickname since I was little.  In a way, 

it was a confirmation that you are the right parents for 

her.  We feel honored to be able to name our daughter 

after her selfless birth mother.   

We are so grateful for the selfless sacrifices that our birth 

family made to deliver our daughter to us and to our 

Heavenly Father for orchestrating this miracle.  If you 

are considering adoption, do it.  If you are involved in 

adoption, put your whole heart into it.  You‟ll receive 

more than you bargained for in return for your invest-

ment. 

- Andrew & Reachel Bagley 

http://www.cardiganempire.com
http://www.cardiganempire.com
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We planned on starting the 

adoption process again for the 

second time after our son 

Carter turned one (July 2007).  

We weren‟t as on the ball as 

we had planned, but within a 

few months of his birthday, 

we were officially hoping to 

adopt again and shared an 

email blast with our family 

and friends informing them 

that we wanted their help in 

finding our next child.  We 

sent out another blast about 

every three to four months to 

remind everyone that we were still looking and we wanted 

them to think of us if they heard of any possible placement 

situations.  We always gave ideas for how they could help us 

in our finding efforts.  We had pass-along cards designed and 

printed and sent them out in our Christmas cards, asking for 

them to be kept handy.  After about 14 months of “searching,” 

we had an e-mail contact from a local birth mother through 

our online profile on the LDSFS website.  After a few e-mails 

back and forth, she informed us that she‟d chosen us to be the 

parents of her child (December 2008).  We were ecstatic!  We 

met for our official face-to-face at the agency and then got 

together a couple more times and even met some of her fam-

ily.  In the meantime, she found out the gender of her baby.  

We were so happy and Carter was getting excited for Baby 

Brother, but then we found out this sweet young woman had 

decided to parent.  We have nothing but love and respect for 

her and pray for her and her son often. 

We revamped our finding efforts.  Almost everyone had 

thrown out our pass-along cards when we announced we‟d 

been chosen, so we had more cards designed and printed.  We 

asked to be added to as many free “hoping to adopt” blog lists 

and profile sites as we could.  We got a toll-free number that 

forwarded to a cell phone so we could be more easily reached 

by prospective birth families.  When we both felt the time was 

right, we joined Parent Profiles at the discount rate provided 

for LDSFS couples.  We started getting really bold and brave 

about leaving pass-along cards 

everywhere we went—bus 

stops, community boards, with 

the tip on the restaurant table, 

etc.  We encouraged our fam-

ily members to do the same.  

We volunteered to serve on 

the FSA board and felt buoyed 

up as we surrounded ourselves 

with others in our situation 

and made the effort to serve 

birth families and other adop-

tive couples.  We opened our 

mouths about adoption every 

day and posted often about 

adoption on our blog.  We became involved in the online 

adoption community and took every opportunity to learn more 

about adoption.  

For some reason, we got really anxious as Carter‟s third birth-

day neared.  We were prayerful that the Lord would help us to 

be patient and that He would guide the right birth family to us.  

At approximately 4:00 p.m. on August 6, just over a week 

after Carter‟s third birthday, we received a phone call on our 

toll-free line from a woman in Michigan.  She told us her 

daughter‟s friend was in labor and asked if we were still hop-

ing to adopt.  We said we were.  She asked if Michigan was 

too far away and we said no.  She asked if she could text our 

number to the young woman in labor and we, of course, told 

her she could.  We expected nothing to come of it, but 15 min-

utes later, we got a call from the girl in labor wanting us to 

come as soon as possible!  We had our caseworker call her 

right away and an LDSFS caseworker got to the hospital to 

meet her just as the baby was being born.  Later that night, we 

got a call from the caseworker in Michigan telling us we better 

book a flight to come meet our baby girl as soon as possible!  

We made arrangements for Carter to stay with our nearby aunt 

and uncle and got on the first flight out the next morning and 

met our daughter shortly after arriving in Detroit.  We were 

blessed to be able to stay with church members in the area for 

the two weeks we had to stay in Michigan before getting 

ICPC clearance to come home to Arizona.   

http://www.parentprofiles.com
http://www.meganandshane.com/
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Fsa luau—November 2009 (continued) 
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Mark your calendar ... 

December 

25—Merry Christmas! 

31—new year’s eve 

january 

1—Happy new year! 

16—adoption academy @ 8:30 a.m. 
(more info above) 

Watch the fsa blog for more 
announcements/activities 

 

  

ADOPTION ACADEMY—Presented by the Phoenix FSA Chapter 

January 16, 2010 

Held at the church building at 4901 W. Union Hills Drive in Glendale 

Classes begin promptly at 8:30 a.m.—Please arrive early for registration and a light 
breakfast 

Cost is $20/couple if you need materials;  Fees cover the cost of materials as well as 
breakfast, lunch & snacks.   

Child care will not be provided. 

Please RSVP via email to Mandee Lott  by 1/12/2010 (mandee_lott@hotmail.com ).   

The next Adoption Academy will be April 17, 2010. 

Have you had a child placed in your home recently?  Held a 

successful event to help fund your adoption?  Found a fantas-

tic way to spread the word about the search for your child?  

Do you have advice to share with prospective couples?   

If you answered yes to any of these questions, we want to 

hear from you.  Share your stories, your successes and your 

advice with other FSA couples via this eNewsletter.  The 

more people who contribute, the more useful the newsletter 

will be!  You can email submissions to Susan Jensen 

(susanrjensen@yahoo.com).  Contributions are always wel-

come! 

Act Like A Child (Continued from Page 1):  Give:  There‟s nothing children likes more than to give gifts to their 

loved ones.  These offerings are often simple, handmade and straight from the heart.  Take delight in wrapping pre-

sents for your friends and family, make treats for the neighbors, or donate to worthy causes.  The Bah Humbug 

spirit will not last long in the face of generous, heartfelt giving. 

Remember the Savior:  Being childlike means shedding the trappings of adulthood—petty jealousies, grudges, 

greed, despair—and embracing the simple things in life.  This Christmas, may we remember the real reason for the 

season.            By Susan Jensen 

http://fsamesa.wordpress.com
https://mail.ldschurch.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=6323c69131e140a49b1f71b25edb07cc&URL=mailto%3amandee_lott%40hotmail.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Adoption  

Academy 

And “South” 

Playgroup 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 
  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 2 3 4 5 

6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 

Valentine’s 

Day 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 
29 30  

Nothing Firm on the February calendar yet.  Please 
check the FSA Mesa Blog for updates! 

February 2010 Calendar 


