
discussion board feature 
that will allow members 
to post questions and an-
swers for viewing by the 
group.  We hope this will 
increase communication 
among our members and 
strengthen our chapter.   

The Mesa FSA chapter 
blog can be found at     
fsamesa.wordpress.com 
and is accessible without 
a password.   

If you are interested in 
contributing to the Mesa 
FSA blog or chapter 
eNewsletter (or have sug-
gestions), please contact 
the chapter chairs Josh 
and Andrea Allen at   FSA
-AZ-Mesa@ldschurch.org  

Mesa FSA Chapter Blog Launched 

We are very excited to an-
nounce the new blog for the 
Mesa Chapter of Families 
Supporting Adoption.  This 
blog is meant to compliment 
the emails sent to members 
and the monthly eNewslet-

ter.  With the blog, we will 
be able to provide members 
with up-to-date information 
about the adoption commu-
nity and our FSA chapter. 
Currently the blog features 
news articles, a calendar of 

FSA activities, board mem-
ber information, a file cabi-
net (where useful docu-
ments like those from 
workshops, academies, etc. 
will be stored for use by 
the group), links to impor-
tant websites and member 
blogs and links to archived 
chapter and national news-
letters.  A password pro-
tected chapter directory 
and other features are un-
der construction and will 
be added as soon as possi-
ble.   

We also hope members 
will be able to use the blog 
to share thoughts, feelings 
and suggestions with the 
rest of the group.  We are 
working on a moderated 

reviewing and approving 

each couple’s pro-

file.  Approval is contin-

gent upon the caseworker 

reviewing each profile 

and responding to the 

following questions: 

1)  Is it complete? 

2)  Is it appropriate for a 

Church-sponsored web 

site? 

3)  Is there any identify-

ing information? 

Please send an email to 

your caseworker once 

your online profile has 

been completed.  Thanks! 

The information regarding 

the new itsaboutlove.org 

website was issued by LDS 

Family Services in Salt 

Lake:  “The December 1 

deadline has been extended 

to January 12, 2009 for cou-

ples to complete their up-

dated profile on the newly 

designed itsaboutlove.org 

Website.  The launch of the 

new site has been delayed 

until the end of January 

2009 to allow more time for 

couples to complete the 

critical step of posting their 

profiles on the newly de-

signed website. Once the 

new site goes live, informa-

tion on the old site is deleted 

including all previous 

adoptive parent profiles, 

and cannot be retrieved. 

Based on the number of 

couples on the current It-

saboutlove.org website, 

there should be 1600 adop-

tive families eligible to 

post on the newly designed 

website.  However, at this 

point in time, there are 

only 350 approved families 

who are in the process of 

entering their data onto the 

new site and only 17 that 

are published.”   

Part of the new process 

involves the caseworker 
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these states, parents do 

not have the right to pro-

test, or even to receive 

parental notification of 

the issues being discussed 

with their small children. 

The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day 

Saints supported Proposi-

tion 102 because it af-

firms the beliefs set forth 

in “The Family: A Proc-

lamation to the World.” 

Marriage between one 

man and one woman is 

the foundation for a 

healthy family and a 

healthy society. The Ari-

zona Constitution now 

defines marriage in a way 

that will support the fam-

ily and protect religious 

liberty and parental 

rights. 

On November 4, 2008 

Arizona voters passed 

Proposition 102 which 

amended the state consti-

tution. These words will 

now be a part of the Ari-

zona Constitution: “Only 

a union of one man and 

one woman shall be valid 

or recognized as a mar-

riage in this state.” There 

are several reasons that 

the passage of Prop 102 

is important. First, the 

Arizona Constitution is 

the highest law in the 

state, and therefore the 

definition of marriage as 

between one man and one 

woman cannot be over-

turned or ruled 

“unconstitutional” by 

judges. There has been a 

law in Arizona for a num-

ber of years that prohibits 

same-sex marriage but 

this law could have been 

overturned by judges or 

other legislators at any 

time. With the definition 

of marriage now in the 

Arizona Constitution, it 

has the highest level of 

protection possible at this 

time. 

Through the passage of 

Prop 102, Arizonans have 

also added a greater 

measure of security to 

religious freedoms and 

parental rights. In other 

states where same-sex 

marriage is legal, reli-

gious organizations are 

open to lawsuits based on 

discrimination or “hate 

speech” when they pro-

mote or defend practices 

related to traditional mar-

riage. School curriculums 

have also changed sig-

nificantly in states where 

same-sex marriage is le-

gal. Children in public 

schools are taught as 

early as kindergarten, that 

families of all kinds, in-

cluding homosexual 

families, should be ac-

cepted and viewed as any 

other type of family. In 

“The Family is ordained of 

God.  Marriage between man 

and woman is essential to 

His eternal plan...Happiness 

in family life is most likely 

to be achieved when founded 

upon the teachings of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.”    -The 

Family: A Proclamation to 

the World 

Importance of Prop 102 
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National Adoption Month 

Over 200 adoptions were 

finalized as a part of the 

9th annual celebration of 

adoption here in Phoenix. 

The National Adoption 

Day Event was held No-

vember 15th at the Juve-

nile Court building where 

hundreds of volunteers, 

family and friends came 

out to show their support 

of adoption.  Check out 

the 2 minute feature from 

Channel 15 news for 

more details on the suc-

cess of the event.    

The Mesa and Phoenix 

chapters of Families Sup-

porting Adoption showed 

their support during Na-

tional Adoption Month 

at our National Adoption 

Month Celebration Car-

nival.  The event held at 

Gene Autry Park in 

Mesa was attended by 

nearly a hundred FSA 

members from across the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Volunteers assist children and 

families finalize adoptions at the 

Phoenix National Adoption Day 

event. 

http://www.abc15.com/content/news/phoenixmetro/story.aspx?content_id=e7f166ff-e996-4c29-a356-5baf71bb860a&articleID=17509


National Adoption Month Celebration Carnival 

News 

Page 3 

valley.    

The cooks for the 

day, John Dicken-

son and Josh Allen 

grilled tons of bur-

gers and hot dogs 

while children of all 

ages enjoyed the 

cake walk, fishing 

pond, face painting, 

cake walk and 

much more.    After we had all eaten as 

much as we could, kids with energy to 

spare blasted off, parachuted and every-

one was a winner 

in the 3-legged 

race.  A good time 

was had by all. 

Thanks to every-

one who partici-

pated and special 

thanks to all those 

who helped with 

food, setup, 

cleanup, cooking, 

entertainment and planning.  You are 

what makes FSA great!  

More pictures of this event can be found 

at Adoption Celebration Carnival Photos 

   

http://www.flickr.com/photos/chinmong/sets/72157608888196182/


Meet Shane and Megan Hilton—Mesa Chapter Vice-Chairs 

FSA Board Members 
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We are Shane, Megan, and Carter Hilton.  Soon after Shane came 
home from his mission in November of 2000, his dad took him 
home teaching with him to Megan's home.  We began dating about 
six months later and were married in the Mt. Timpanogos temple in 
August of 2001.  Just a few months after we were married, we were 
told that pregnancy could be dangerous and possibly even fatal for 
Megan because of heart defects she was born with.  We were thank-
ful to have adoption present on both sides of our family so that we 
felt comfortable with moving whole-heartedly straight into adop-
tion.  It was a sad day for us, however, when we learned that we 
would have to wait until we had been married two years before we 
could start the adoption process.   
 
Looking back, we can absolutely see the Lord's hand in the timing, 
but the five-year journey to finding our first child was of course dif-
ficult.  Every family's journey is uniquely their own, but we found that we had to come to a place where we fully and 
unconditionally turned our will over to God before we could move forward and find our child.  We have been married 
seven years.  Since we began our adoption journey, we have been through seven caseworkers, two agencies, Megan's 
open-heart surgery to repair the defects, college, eight moves, a lot of possible situations, and finally one place-
ment.  We were chosen the old-fashioned way when a woman selected us as her baby's parents after reading through our 
paper profile.  Our son Carter turned two in July and we have been certified and looking for baby number two for a little 
over a year now.  Carter is the light of our lives and definitely keeps us on our toes.  We can't wait to make him a big 
brother!  We have an adoption website that can be found at www.meganandshane.com and you can learn more about 
our family at our family blog found at www.thearizonaexperiment.blogspot.com.   
 
We were recently asked to serve as vice chairs on the FSA board and are so grateful for the opportunity to be more in-
volved!  We've found FSA to be such a blessing for us and for other couples, particularly during the "waiting" proc-
ess.  We hope you all make an effort to get involved with FSA because we know it can bless your life and help you find 
joy in your own adoption journey! 

New Board Members  

Scot and Beqi Moncur have graciously agreed to co-chair our Activities Committee and will be helping with our Couples 

and Family Activities, including temple nights, Family Home Evening for couples without children, and others.   

Eric and Susan Jensen have consented to become our Media Committee Co-Chairs, overseeing our monthly eNewsletters 

and media relations.   

 

The harder the climb up the 
mountain, the greater the thrill 

of the peak. 

-Anonymous 

The human brain starts the 
moment you are born and works 
and never stops until you stand 

to speak in public. 

Always remember that you are 
absolutely unique - Just like 

everyone else. 

-George Washington 

http://www.meganandshane.com
http://www.thearizonaexperiment.blogspot.com


Finlinson Family 

Finally, after 22 months of starting the adoption certification packet 
we are blessed with our 1st child.  YA!  We knew it was going to be 
a trying time for us from the moment we looked online and saw the 
other wonderful couples waiting as well.  We got discouraged when 
we saw that the attractive couples or the more prestigious the hus-
band’s career was is who was being chosen rather quickly.  We 
thought how are we going to get our chunky selves to stand out.  So 
we did the standard, pray about what we wrote on the profile.   

Once we got to the stage in which we were open to talking to others 
about our decision to adopt we made a separate website just about 
us and updated it on a regular basis.  Once that was together we sent 
it to everyone we knew and asked them to send it to everyone they 
knew and to keep it going as a chain email.  Next, we went to 
www.parentprofiles.com and created a profile there.  The last thing 
that we did is how we were able to be connected to our birth mom.  
We went to www.vistaprint.com and made business cards with our 
personal website address on it.  We gave these to everyone we 
knew.  We even went out of our way and gave them to doctors of-
fices and that is how we were connected was by a doctor giving our 
card to a patient.  Now we have been blessed with the most ador-
able baby girl who we have named Emillia. 

Romney Family 

Placement Posts 
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David and I adopted a little girl born August 22nd, 2008 through LDS 
Family Services.  We named her Alyssa and we are in heaven!  We 
continue to be so humbled and in awe at how the Lord works in see-
ing that all of His children get to the right homes.  19 months before 
Alyssa came to our family, we also adopted a little boy, Shane, 
through LDS Family Services.  What a whirlwind!  We had patiently 
waited over 9 years before these two came and we can’t believe what 
has happened!  We KNOW these two precious spirits were meant to 
be ours to love and care for in this earth life.  It has been confirmed 
to us over and over again!  They have brought us so much joy!!  

While going through the adoption process, it was amazing to witness 
the Lord’s hand in this miraculous work.  He was involved in every 
little detail, providing constant miracles, inspiration, and answered 
prayers to all those involved.  The Lord truly was working His magic 
way, way before we ever had any idea.  He prepared the hearts of the 
birthparents and their parents.  He helped them find us and prepared 
us for the emotional adoption process.   

In the case of Alyssa, her birth moms name is Aubrey.  That is my 
name!  Coincidence???  Although that is initially what caught her 
attention (obviously), our connection was far, far greater than 
that.   Aubrey came to know us very well, love us deeply and is so 
thankful that she found the parent meant to cherish her baby.  It was 
excruciatingly hard for her and her family to give up their sweet girl, 
but Aubrey was solid as a rock in knowing that Alyssa was meant to 
be ours.  To this day, although is still stings (of course) at times, she 
has not doubted or regretted her decision for a second and our loving 
Heavenly Father has stayed close to her and her family.  

In the beginning, the birth father (not a member of the church and not 
in a relationship with the birthmother) was very angry and strongly 
fought the idea of adoption.  During adoption process, I spoke to him 
several times over the phone and I knew deep down, if we were 
meant to have this little girl, the Lord would soften and change his 
heart.  That is exactly what happened.  Through talks, letters and 
prayers, the birth father came to love us.  He has expressed it in 
many ways.  He is so thankful for us and knows his little girl is in the 
right place.   

Wow!!  ONLY our loving Heavenly Father and Brother Jesus Christ 
could make all that happen!  We are so humbled to have been given 
the gift of our precious baby girl, but also to see the Lord’s caring 
hands at work, first hand!    

Progress always involves risks.  You can’t steal 
second base and keep your foot on first. 

   -Wilson 

http://www.parentprofiles.com/
http://www.vistaprint.com/


Lines Family 
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sweet baby. Brennan, Bella, and Claire all got to hold the baby. 

Then Cami gave them the most adorable present. She made 

them each a new Big Brother or Big Sister t-shirt! The kids 

loved them and wore them as soon as we got home! 

 

We had placement on Saturday afternoon, which also happened 

to be National Adoption Day.  Placements are always bitter-

sweet and hard. Cami held Lily as she signed the adoption pa-

pers.  Cami gave Lily lots of kisses and loves and then she buck-

led her in our car seat. The biggest adoption myth of all is that 

babies are placed for adoption because they aren't wanted or 

loved. When in fact, the birthmoms who place their babies for 

adoption love them more than anything. They love their babies 

so much that they put the baby's needs above their own. 

 

We love open adoption and we feel very blessed to have contin-

ued relationships and visits with our girls' birthmoms. Our lives 

have been forever changed and blessed because of them; they 

will forever be part of our family. 

                ~Trevor, Brianne, Brennan, Bella, Claire & Lily 

We are so excited to share Lily’s adoption story.  This is our 

second adoption through LDS Family Services and both times 

we felt very strongly that we needed to do everything possible 

to help our birthmom find us.  Both times we have gone up on 

the LDS website (www.itsaboutlove.org) and Parent Pro-

files.  This time we also linked an adoption blog to our LDS 

profile.  Lily’s birthmom, Cami, contacted us through the LDS 

website.  We started emailing back and forth, getting to know 

one another, talking about adoption, especially open adoption 

and our thoughts on that. We told her about an adoption book 

we love called, "For the Love of a Child". She went out and 

bought the book and read the whole thing! From the very first 

emails we liked Cami. She was smart, well spoken, friendly, 

fun and loved her family. We told our kids about her and they 

wanted to email her questions. She answered their funny, odd 

questions such as, "What color is your cell phone?"  

We met Cami, her dad, and her sister at California Pizza 

Kitchen for dinner. Cami was so sweet and smiled through the 

entire dinner.  We learned lots about her family and she heard 

lots about us.  She was pretty quiet and then she asked if we 

wanted to adopt her baby. And, of course we said yes. 

Over the next few weeks we kept getting to know each other. 

We took our kids to meet her at a park; They were so excited. 

Claire kept trying to see the baby and touching Cami's tummy. 

I warned Cami that our kids were outgoing and friendly and 

loud! They loved Cami and the girls started calling the baby 

"Lily". We started to put together the finishing touches on the 

nursery and got all of our baby things out and ready. 

 

Before we knew it, Cami's due date came and went and she 

was going to be induced.  Lily was born November 11th at 8:30 

p.m. and Cami called us shortly after that to let us know.  She 

said that we could come visit her in the hospital with the kids. 

So we did and it was so great to see her and to hold such a new, 

Upcoming Events 

December 22, 2008 

 FHE Temple Lights Night with Cocoa & Treats 

January 5, 2009 

Family Home Evening Kick-Off  
(for couples without children) 

January 11, 2009 

LDS Family Services Training                         
(All board members are encouraged to attend) 

January 15, 2009 

Educational Workshop 

February 13, 2009 

Couples Valentine’s Activity 

February 28, 2009 

Adoption Academy 
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January 2009 Calendar 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 2 3 4 5 

6 

7 8 9 10 11 

Adoptive 

Applicant 

Orientation 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 

FHE: Temple 

Lights, 

Cocoa and 

Treats  

23 24 

Christmas 

Eve 

25 

Christmas 

26 27 

28 
29 30  31 

New Year’s  

Eve 

   

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 
3 

4 5  

FHE for 

Couples 

without 

children 

6 7 8 

Adoptive 

Applicant 

Orientation 

9 10 

11 

Family 

Services 

Training 

7:00pm 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 

Martin 

Luther King 

Day 

20 

 

21 22 

Educational 

Workshop 

7:00pm 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 
29 30 

31 


