
adoption.  “It’s about 

[the whole] crisis situa-

tion,” she says. 

Click on the following 

to see the full articles: 

Church News 

Mormon Times  

LDS.org  (Sept 09 Ensign 

article pg. 78, scroll down) 

New itsaboutlove.org in the news 

In the past few months, we 

in the adoption world have 

been buzzing with excite-

ment over the 

new, en-

hanced it-

saboutlove.org 

site.  Since the website 

launched, the Church has 

been busy spreading the 

word to the rest of the 

world.  Articles about 

adoption and the website 

appeared in the Church 

News, Mormon Times and 

on lds.org.  According to 

the Church News article, 

the website contains pro-

files of more than 800 

couples as well as plenti-

ful information about 

every aspect of the adop-

tion process.  Melinda 

Buchanan, an adoption 

specialist with LDS Fam-

ily Services, is quoted as 

saying that the website is 

about more than just 

recommends the 

W.I.S.E. method for 

dealing with questions: 

Walk away; Say, “It’s 

private;” Share some-

thing; and Educate.  It 

emphasizes the impor-

tance of empowering 

children to answer ques-

tions, but not expecting 

them to do it on their 

own.  You can find 

more information on the 

C.A.S.E. website. 

By considering these 

questions ahead of time, 

and doing a bit of prepa-

ration, you can help 

your adopted child have 

a comfortable, enjoyable 

school year.     

Although temperatures still 

hover in the 100s, the yel-

low busses don’t lie—

school’s back in session 

and Fall is on its way.  

This can be a tricky season 

for adopted children and 

their parents.  Transracial 

adoptees, especially, may 

face awkward questions:  

Why are you a different 

color than your parents?  

Where are you from?  Why 

don’t you speak Spanish/

Chinese/Korean?  Even 

children who are of the 

same race as their adoptive 

parents can face awkward 

situations and assignments.  

How, exactly, are adoptive 

parents supposed to handle 

these situations?  Should 

we bring up our children’s 

histories with teachers 

and classmates?  When is 

it necessary?  When is it 

not?    

In the current (October 

2009) issue of Adoptive 

Families, Rebecca Klein 

addresses these common 

concerns.  She talks about 

the pros and cons of dis-

cussing adoption, how to 

gauge a teacher’s reaction 

and how to prevent awk-

ward situations.  Several 

articles like hers are avail-

able online, as well as 

sample letters to teachers. 

The Center for Adoption 

Support and Education 

Aug./sept. 2009 
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In this issue: 

Questions?  Comments?  

Story ideas?  Please 

email susan at 

susanrjensen@yahoo.com 

 

Contributions welcome 

http://itsaboutlove.org 

http://www.ldschurchnews.com/articles/57589/Its-about-love.html
http://mormontimes.com/mormon_living/health_lifestyle/?id=9676
http://www.lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?hideNav=1&locale=0&sourceId=4d5f1a01e8d43210VgnVCM100000176f620a____&vgnextoid=2354fccf2b7db010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRD
http://www.itsaboutlove.org
http://www.itsaboutlove.org
http://www.lds.org
http://www.adoptionsupport.org/
http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/school
http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/school
http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/school
mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
http://www.itsaboutlove.org
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Every year, adoptive couples, agency representatives, 

birth families and others interested in adoption gather 

for FSA’s National Conference.  This year, the event 

took place July 31-August 1 in Layton, Utah.  Organ-

izers called it “a thriving success.” 

Troy Dunn, a popular author, speaker and television 

personality, gave the keynote address.  Dubbed “The 

Locator,” Dunn helps thousands of people find long-

lost friends and family members.  In his speech, he 

described some of the cases with which he has been 

involved.  More personally, he talked about the adop-

tion of his younger brother as well as the experience 

of helping his own mother search for her birth family.  

“My love for adoption goes back to my childhood,” 

Dunn said.  “It is a topic that is very close to my heart 

and very close to my life.”  To read more excerpts 

from his talk, read this article written by Marianne 

Holman of Church News. 

Conference participants also attended classes on vari-

ous subjects, including telling your child’s adoption 

story; adoption in the digital age; Christ-like parent-

ing; African-American skin and hair care; adoption 

advocacy; marketing; and much more.   

Several couples from Mesa attended the conference.  

Andrea Allen presented a class (see photos at right).   

According to the National FSA blog, videos of some 

of the conference breakout sessions will be available 

online as soon as possible.   

 

http://www.ldschurchnews.com/articles/57722/Celebrating-adoption---Letting-love-lead.html
http://familiessupportingadoption.blogspot.com/
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The 2009 Regional Conference brought in a record number of 

attendees.  The event kicked off on Friday, August 7, with a 

special performance at Jester’z Comedy Club in Scottsdale.  

According to FSA co-chair Andrea Allen, around 100 people 

attended the event.  The audience especially enjoyed Sponge-

Bob Squarepants and a skit all about LDSFS’ own David Dal-

strup.   

Saturday’s session offered classes on subjects like transracial 

adoption, infertility, infant care, and ways to document your 

adoption.  The birthparent panel and a photo slideshow offered 

moving testaments to the power of adoption.  Plenty of food, 

lots of conversation and a fun raffle topped off the conference.    

Many thanks to all who helped make the event a success. 



Fsa regional conference—august 8 

Regional conference 
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Photos by Josh 

Allen, Andrea Al-

len & Eric Jensen 



Meet the Thomas family 
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Daniel and I were married in January 

of 2002.  Shortly after getting mar-

ried, we found out I was expecting 

our first child.  Logan was born in 

December of that year.  I had a really 

awful and scary pregnancy and ended 

up with severe health complications 

that are now permanent.  For the next 

several years, and in those seasons of 

our lives, we had experienced many 

trials that seemed quite unfair.  Look-

ing back, Heavenly Father was really 

protecting us and preparing us for 

what He knew was best.  So, through 

fasting and sincere prayer, we came 

to know, accept, and trust that 

through adoption, our daughter 

would someday join our family.  We 

just knew …   

Anyway, two years passed from the 

time we got certified to when Chel-

sea, our birthmother, contacted us.  

She found 

us on the 

original 

website, 

through the 

church (So 

much for all 

that time 

spent on 

BlueStep!).  

We had no 

idea in 

those years 

of waiting, 

how it 

would 

really happen for us.  We did all the 

networking we could possibly do.  It 

was important for us to do our 

part in finding our birthmother 

and baby.  Also, being proactive 

helped us to think we had some 

control … even though we knew 

it was really all about when the 

time was right and perfect.   

When we met Chelsea, a strong 

connection and familiarity was 

already there.  It was amazing, 

peaceful and real.  For the next 

four months, we had regular, 

almost daily, contact with her of 

some kind.  She is a beautiful, won-

derful, brave, special and amazing 

young woman.  She let us go to doc-

tor’s appointments and she let us love 

her and spoil her.  It was wonderful 

and healthy to let our son develop a 

relationship with her, also.  Chelsea 

let me be in the delivery room when 

Lily Elizabeth was born on July 13, 

2009.  We were able to be with both 

of them for almost the entire hospital 

stay.  It was heaven on Earth, to say 

the least.  Chelsea wanted to have a 

special Placement Ceremony when 

we all left the hospital.  It was amaz-

ing and tears were shed by all who 

attended. 

When I think of Chelsea, Lily, and 

what our family has gone through 

these past many years, I am so grate-

ful that Heavenly Father did answer 

our prayers.  He made it right for all 

of us.  We love adoption — and we 

love knowing and feeling that our 

family is finally complete.  Having 

said that, we are so excited for open 

adoption and knowing that Chelsea 

will always be a part of our family, 

too.  It is so wonderful having Lily 

finally here.  We are all so happy. 

- Daniel & Lindsay Thomas 
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Have you welcomed a new little one (or two or three … ) into 

your home recently?  Come up with a lucrative means of raising 

funds for your adoption?   Discovered a successful way to 

market yourselves to birth families?  Have some advice/news/

announcements you’d like to make?   

 

We’d love to hear all about it!  Send your stories and photos to 

susanrjensen@yahoo.com for inclusion in the next ldsfsa enewsletter.    

 

All comments/suggestions are very welcome.   

 

Save the Dates 

October 10 

Adoption Academy 

1455 N. Harris Drive 

Mesa, AZ  85203 

(near Brown & Gilbert) 

November 14 

National Adoption Month Celebration Luau 

More info to come 

 

Check out the FSA blog for more news & events.  

 

F.Y.I. 

 FSA’s starting something new—dinner 

groups!  If you’re interested in getting to-

gether in small groups for dinner and conver-

sation, e-mail Beqi Moncur at always4ever-

family@yahoo.com.  We need you to make 

this a success! 

 Are you interested in learning about the foster 

care system?  DES is willing to provide a fos-

ter care class (required for foster certification) 

if enough people are interested in attending.  

If you would like to participate, please email 

Andrea Allen at FSA-AZ-

Mesa@ldschurch.org . 

 If you’d like to add your adoption blog/website to 

the list on the FSA blog, please email Andrea at 

the above address.   

mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
http://fsamesa.wordpess.com
mailto:always4everfamily@yahoo.com
mailto:always4everfamily@yahoo.com
mailto:FSA-AZ-Mesa@ldschurch.org
mailto:FSA-AZ-Mesa@ldschurch.org

