
Kerstin Daynes, 

author of  Infer-

tility: Help, 

Hope, and Heal-

ing, Attorney 

Brent Ellsworth 

and other amaz-

ing speakers 

and entertain-

ers.  Topics will 

include Parent-

ing the Adopted 

Child, Trans-

racial Adoption 

issues, Surviv-

ing the Adoption Roller 

Coaster,  Adoption and 

Schools, Avoiding 

Adoption Fraud, as-

sorted panels and as a 

part of our “Adoption 

Options” segment, 

adopting through Foster 

Care, International 

Adoption, Parent Pro-

files, Attorneys and oth-

ers.  There will also be 

an entire birthparent 

track, specifically for 

birthparents and their 

families.  

Please make this confer-

ence a priority and plan 

to attend with us.  There 

will be raffles, prizes 

and a special gift for 

each attendee.  This will 

be an incredible experi-

ence you won’t want to 

miss!   We’ll see you 

there! swregconf.info 

Get ready for southwest regional conference 

If you weren’t be able 

to make it to the Na-

tional Families Sup-

porting Adoption Con-

ference at the end of 

July, don’t worry, the 

Southwest Regional 

FSA conference will be 

here before you know 

it.  The Mesa FSA 

chapter will be serving 

as the host chapter to 

many other FSA chap-

ters across the South-

west.  The 2-day event 

will be held conveniently 

at the ASU Institute Build-

ing, located on McAllister 

in Tempe.  We are very 

fortunate to be able to use 

this awesome facility this 

year. 

The theme “Linked in 

Love: Celebrating Adop-

tion Together” was care-

fully chosen to reflect the 

three members of the adop-

tion triad, the Birthparents, 

Adoptive Parents and the 

Adopted Child and the re-

lationships formed be-

tween them.  No matter 

which part you play, adop-

tion is worth celebrating! 

We hope you will all join 

us the evening of Friday, 

October 8th and Satur-

day, October  9th for two 

fun-filled days of adoption 

education, fellowshipping, 

swag bags, awesome food 

and entertainment.   

Be on the lookout for 

more detailed information 

about this event (the con-

ference will fulfill  your 

certification or renewal 

LDSFS education require-

ment) in our upcoming 

eNewsletters and in your 

mailbox.  Please feel free 

to invite adoptees, parents 

of adopted children, pro-

spective adoptive parents, 

birthparents and their 

families, agency represen-

tatives and others who 

celebrate adoption and 

may be interested in at-

tending. 

We are very excited to 

hear from and visit with 

amazing adoption advo-

cates like Lindsey Red-

fern of  “theRhouse” blog, 
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If you have any com-

ments, stories or sug-

gestions for the news-

letter, please contact 

Susan Jensen: 

susanrjen-

sen@yahoo.com 
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Lars arrived on June 

13th at 1:20 p.m., 

pushing the scales at 

6lbs 2oz and reaching 

18 inches long. He 

arrived a little early in 

great health and an 

easy delivery. His 

birth mom is so sweet. 

She thanked us—can 

you imagine! - over 

and over again for al-

lowing Lars to join our 

family. We were over-

come by her kind 

words and so grateful 

for the choice she 

made to carry this 

beautiful boy and 

place him in our arms. 

 

We were matched with Lars’s birth mom on June 2nd 

and the plan was for her to be induced on June 23rd. You 

can imagine our excitement once we learned we would 

soon be adopting another baby.  

 

It took some good timing, a little miscommunication, and 

a special feeling overcome by Lars’s birth mom for us to 

be matched with him. I called our agency (A Guardian 

Angel Adoptions located in South Jordan, UT) a few 

weeks before I again filled out their application. Just to 

get a feel for how adoptions were moving and if the 

“professionals” thought there’d be a chance we’d be 

lucky enough to be placed with a 4th. I was assured that 

it happens and please quickly get our application and pro-

file to them. 

 

It took me a couple of weeks to prepare things. I mean, I 

do have 3 kids keeping me busy. My final step was to 

add our new family photos to our profile. Right before I 

mailed our profile and application on Friday May 28th I 

called and left a message with our agency, “Hey, it’s Em-

rie. Just wanted to let you know I’m sending you our 

stuff. Super excited to start looking again! Um, yeah, so 

call me back if you want.”  

 

Ha! What a little 

phone call can do. 

 

Chris from A Guard-

ian called me on 

Wednesday morning, 

leaving a message 

that said, “I’m going 

to be presenting pro-

files to S* today—

wondering if you 

want yours included.” 

I got the voicemail 

and raced to check 

the delivery status of 

our application on 

ups.com… It would-

n’t be delivered until 

Thursday! WHY-OH-WHY didn’t I overnight it??!!! 

 

I called Chris back and said “YES, please present us to 

S*, but what would you show her?” Chris thought that 

the agency already had our goods. She quickly called the 

director to ask if it would still be ok for us to be pre-

sented if we could somehow get our profile to them. 

Yvonne said it would be fine since we’d worked with 

them through 2 previous adoptions, they knew our appli-

cation would be legit. Chris offered to pick up our profile 

from a FedEx office in South Jordan if I could download 

it and pay to have it printed in UT. Quick! Have to say 

I’m in love with FedEx printing. Awesome service!! Our 

profile was ready for Chris by 2p.m. and she picked it up 

and added it to her pile of other hopeful adoptive fami-

lies. 

 

It was around 3:30 that day that I heard back from Chris. 

Could we have a phone interview with S* that evening?  

Yikes! and Yes!  I asked if we were the only family S* 

had asked to talk to. Yep. 

 

Because of a miscommunication with the time difference 

between UT and AZ, our caseworker, Jen, called at 6:30 

instead of 7:30.  We weren’t ready to talk because we had 

3 crazy hungry kids climbing the (Continued on Page 3) 
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Meet baby Maxwell jordan 

Placement posts 

Page 3 

(Continued from Page 2) walls around us. Can you believe 

I asked her to call back in another hour?? I just had to give 

S* my full attention. Thank goodness no one minded, and 

we had the girls down for bed and Miles snuggled in the 

couch watching cartoons when we finally talked with S*. 

 

Her first words, “Congratulations! It’s a boy!”  We learned 

later that S* was given 8 family profiles to start. She sort of 

thumbed through them thinking, nope, nah, no, until she 

saw our family photo on the front page of my lengthy 13 

page profile. She said she just “knew” her baby needed to 

be a part of our crew. She hadn't even read our profile and 

she chose us. We looked like the “nicest” family. Ha! I 

think now of all the hours I spent preparing those words, 

and they didn’t even matter. Oh well. S* said a weight had 

been lifted off her shoulders to have found the family that 

would take such great care of her baby. I’m so grateful she 

continued to feel that way even after meeting us. 

 

It was Sunday morning a week and a half later that our 

caseworker called me to say S* had gone into labor. I 

booked the next flight I could catch, but missed the deliv-

ery by a couple of hours. It is the most amazing feeling to 

hold your baby for the first time. I don’t have to or get to 

carry my babies and there is an instant connection that this 

is right. We found each other. We are so blessed. 

 

By Emrie Stoten 

It’s hard to believe that it was just March 12, 2010, that our 

birth mother gave us the happy news that she had chosen 

us.  I still remember the first email I got from her back in 

February.  At the time, being picked seemed so out of 

reach, so you can imagine my surprise when I found an 

email in my inbox titled “Baby.”  It was literally only an 

hour after I had personally decided that I had to fully trust 

Heavenly Father in this adoption process and move on in 

my life rather than worry about what I can’t control.  Be-

fore our birth mother officially choose us, we were con-

stantly emailing each other … often times I felt like we 

were Internet dating because I was always anxious and ex-

cited about getting an email from her and I was always 

worrying about saying the right thing.  The one thing that 

got me through that part was knowing that Heavenly Father 

was in control and if it was meant to be, it was going to 

work out.   

Before our LDS profile was approved, I felt a great urgency 

to share the website we made with our friends and family.  

I really wanted our website to reflect who we are as a cou-

ple.  We decided the best way to do this was via video, pic-

tures, and more.  I sent out a mass email (encouraging oth-

ers to email everyone they knew), blogged, asked others to 

blog, and Facebooked everyone letting them to know we 

were looking to adopt.  A friend in our ward shared our 

website with 

our birth 

mother’s 

mother.  Our 

birth mother 

met with her 

caseworker 2 

days after our 

LDS profile 

became active.  

A day later, 

we were contacted by her.  As I look back at all that tran-

spired to bring us together, I can so clearly see God’s hand 

the whole way through. 

We feel so blessed to have our son in our lives.  We love 

him more than words can describe.  We will be forever 

grateful to our birth mother for helping us do what we 

couldn’t do for ourselves—start a family.  I have no doubt 

that Heavenly Father is aware of each child, birth mother 

and couple—He has a plan, and through adoption, we’ve 

better learned to fully trust in His plan.   

You can read more about the Jordans on their blogs:  

Merrill & Mary and MJ*MJ*MJ=MJ^3. 

By Mary Jordan   

Meet baby lars (cont’d) 

http://www.merrillandmary.com
http://greenmandm.blogspot.com/
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What a unique adoption story we would love to share with 

you!  Jake and I (Alisa) had been married for about 8 years 

(11 now) when we decided to adopt.  We tried to build our 

family after the first year of marriage, which quickly turned 

into 7 years of infertility issues.  We had been with LDS 

Family Services for a little over two years with a few adop-

tion bites, but nothing that followed through.  After the first 

year with LDSFS, we decided to also place our profile on 

Parent Profiles.  We got what we thought were mostly scam 

emails.  We stayed with them for about a year and were 

about to cancel our membership, but kept putting if off and 

putting it off.  I seemed to never get around to doing it.  

There was a good reason:  In September 2009, we got a call 

from our caseworker about a mother who was trying to 

reach us about adopting her 3-year-old girl.  She had seen 

us on Parent Profiles, and kept coming back to us.  Our 

profile said we would be willing to adopt a child who was 

up to 2 years old, but she thought she would give us a try 

anyway.  This little girl, Zowie, was actually in foster care 

at birth.  The family that contacted us had gotten her at 9 

months old and later adopted her.  They already had three 

biological children, one of whom had major health issues.  

Zowie had some physical and speech delays that she could 

outgrow, but her adoptive family just felt that she needed to 

go to a better family that would be able to give her more 

time and attention than what they were giving her. 

We met Zowie’s adoptive family at a park.  Zowie, quickly 

and without any fear, grabbed both of our hands and took 

us to the play area.  That really touched our hearts.  We just 

knew right then that this was it.  We felt so comfortable 

with her parents, and Zowie took to us very easily.  They 

basically told us that night that they loved us and that we 

all needed to get in contact with the lawyers our case-

worker suggested.  We met with Zowie’s family every cou-

ple of days so Zowie could get to know us better.  We then 

progressed our visits to taking her out with us for the eve-

ning by ourselves.  Within a month, we had papers signed 

and she was ours.  We finalized our adoption in February 

2010 and were sealed for time and all eternity in March.  

Everything just moved so fast (we’re not complaining) that 

we felt this was 

totally meant to 

be.  We love our 

daughter so much!  

She was abso-

lutely meant to be 

ours, she just had 

to touch other peo-

ples’ lives before 

finding her way to 

her eternal family. 

We have a very 

open adoption 

with Zowie’s pre-

vious family.  For 

the first few 

months until final-

ization, we met with them for a few hours every Saturday.  

Now, we meet once a month.  Zowie has transitioned into 

our family so smoothly—I couldn’t have asked for a better 

adoption of an older child.  In fact, after the first time we 

took Zowie out by ourselves, her mother told us to have 

Zowie call us mom and dad.  I never would have expected 

that.  Calling us mom and dad and her previous parents by 

their first names came easy to her.  It didn’t take long for 

her to make that transition.   

We are also so excited because just recently we were able 

to find and get in contact with Zowie’s birth mother and 

grandmother.  We were able to get health history, pictures, 

and names of siblings that are out there somewhere 

(adopted also).  We pray that this will be a positive experi-

ence.   

We love our little Zowie so much and are so thankful that 

Heavenly Father blessed us to have her in our lives.  She 

was worth the long wait!  We’re now ready to adopt again 

and, according to Zowie, it’s going to be a little brother.  

We’ll see what happens. 

By Alisa James  
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Events at-a-glance 

August 24 

Workshop: Chronicling your adoption 

7 p.m. 

See above for more details 

October 8-9 

Fsa regional conference 

Lds institute building @ asu 

Have you recently had a child placed in your home?  If so, we’d love to hear 

about it!  Couples in the process of adopting would especially like to know about 

all the ways you worked to make your adoption happen and what methods ulti-

mately led you to your child.  Are you doing something interesting to finance your 

adoption?  Do you have tips for other adoptive couples who might be growing 

frustrated with the  search for their child?  Don’t keep your smarts to yourself!  

Please send stories and photographs to susanrjensen@yahoo.com.     

mailto:susanrjensen@yahoo.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
2 3 4 5 6 

7 

8 9 10 11 12 New Couple 

Orientation 

3pm 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 

Workshop 7pm 

25 26 27 28 

29 
30  31 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 2 3 

4 

5 6 

Labor Day 

7 8 9 

New Couple 

Orientation 

(Intake) 3pm 

10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 
27 28 29 30 

Regular Regis-

tration for 

SW Regional 

Conference 

ENDS 

   


