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The Adventure 
Begins! 

 Adoption 
Workshop Series 

April 10th 
at 6:30 p.m. 

(refer to page 7 for 
more details) 

If you can remember as far back as last month, I quoted part one of �Lessons of Adoption Can 
Be Difficult But Have Widespread Applications,� written by Lois R. Melina and made you wait 
for the rest.  Here is the last half of this article.  If you missed last month�s newsletter, feel 
free to email me and I�ll send it to you. 

A family on earth 
Adoption expands our relationships. We start by questioning how a child not biologically re-
lated to us can be a member of our family. Then, perhaps, we find ourselves feeling connected 
to the child's birth parents. Maybe we actually know them. Many adoptive parents today meet 
their children's birth parents prior to the adoption. Some develop a close relationship while 
others relate to each other more as distant friends. 

Those of us who have not met our children's birth parents have nonetheless thought about 
them and perhaps craved the opportunity to reach out to them, assuring them that their child 
is thriving. In some cases, we feel a deep spiritual pull towards these birth parents, recognizing 
that though we may be unknown to each other, we have somehow all been involved in the 
creation and development of a remarkable human being. A profound connection like that can-
not be easily dismissed. 

As our children grow, we see glimpses of what we conclude are the influence of biology. 
Sometimes this challenges us--we want to credit environment for what we like in our child 
and blame biology for the rest. We learn, though, that our child is a complete package--to love 
part of her we must love the whole. This surrender to unconditional love is all that more in-
credible because it does involve accepting something beyond us. 

The drive to become a parent is the human drive to reproduce ourselves. The basic instinct 
is survival of the human race. Beyond that is the desire to create a physical embodiment of the 
love that we share with another human being--a child who will meld the best of each of us 
into one person, and carry that into future generations. 

When we lose this opportunity to immortalize our love, there is a deep loss which all infer-
tile couples feel. However, when we accept a child with another genetic heritage as our child, 
and love that child as the unique mix of environment and heredity that he is, we achieve im-
mortality in a different way. This act of love illustrates the idea that when we reproduce our-
selves through adoption, our selves include all humanity. 

When the adoption is international or transracial, that concept is even more significant. We 
call ourselves parent to a child with a different racial or ethnic heritage because all of humanity 
is ultimately related. 

Again, we can take that lesson into the rest of our lives. What we have in common is 
greater than what separates us. And our capacity to love others, including people who seem 
to be very different from us, is much greater than we often realize. Blood is thicker than water, 
but who has water in their veins? 
 "Would you love me more if I have been born to you?" 

How could any adoptive parent answer that question? We cannot imagine loving our chil-
dren more than we do. But, more important, we would not be the same had we gone through 
different doors. Our children would not be the same had they not gone through their doors. 
If it had been possible for the child with his unique DNA to be born to us, we would still not 
be the same people. 
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Lessons of Adoption Part 2 

If you have a story you 
would like to share or 

an article you would like 
to see in our newsletter, 

please contact  
Emrie Stoten at  

emrie@hotmail.com. 
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Being a family 
Adoption causes us to examine the cultural notions of family. Because an adoptive family is formed through a legal process, the 
culture that controls the legal system defines what is an adoptive family according to cultural beliefs� 

�We have seen Caucasian parents face barriers to adopting African-American children. While much of the resistance has 
come from the African-American community, multiracial families still seem to confound the culture. When parent and child 
apparently defy the lingering cultural taboo of racial intermingling, strangers feel they are entitled to an explanation. As this 
taboo breaks down, transracial adoption becomes more accepted� 

�Even families whose relationship is called into questions by different hair color must explain their validity as a family. 
When we adopt, we must explore how people who are not biologically connected can call themselves a family. If it isn't 

biology that binds us, what is it? Sometimes we look at the marriage model and realize that when we marry we create a family 
of two people not biologically related. Surely we can do the same with a child. The difference is that we create a family 
through marriage after we meet and fall in love with someone. 

Though couples with arranged marriages learn to love each other, most of us do not want to take that risk. But adoption is 
an arranged family, with children going to parents in ways that sometimes seem random. It takes a leap of faith to believe that 
we will learn to love a child when we have not met him and know that we will not find familiarity through genetic traits. 

Because we know that our relationship with our child is completely dependent on our interactions with each other, adop-
tive parents tend to put a lot of effort into being a family--into building relationships that some parents assume will be there 
because the biologic connection is there. 

We bristle at the term real parents when the implication is that these are the biologic parents. We know that biologic or 
not, real relationships grow when parents are available--physically and emotionally, when children's physical and emotional and 
spiritual needs are met, when experiences and thoughts and fears are shared. We know that a piece of paper saying we are 
the legal parents of a child will not create trust or provide security. If they think about it--and many do--biologic parents real-
ize that DNA doesn't do that, either. The difference is that having never had to examine what makes a family a family, some 
parents mistakenly assume that closeness is the automatic result of living together. 

Just as welcoming a child is an array of firsts--first bath, first feeding, first time he slept through the night--letting go of 
a child is  an awareness of potential finality--maybe the last camping trip, possibly that last time together on a birth-
day. There is the sadness of parting, but letting go is simply an extension of meeting the child's needs. 
 
When a 7-year-old needs to learn more, we send him to first grade. We calm our nerves by reminding ourselves that 
we have done everything we could to prepare him. When it's time for children to leave home, parents and children 
both recognize that the next stage in development requires physical separation. We calm our nerves by reminding 
ourselves that for the past 18 or so years, our son or daughter has turned to us in times of need, when frightened or 
confused, and when delighted. We expect phone calls reporting roommate dissatisfaction, low finances, and pride in 
accomplishment. And we now know that is a sign that even apart, we are still a family. 
 

--Adopted Child, Volume 17, Number 9, September 1998. Lois R. Melina 

Lessons of Adoption continued 

April 2008 

Link to Left Unspoken by Skye Hardwick 

Andrea Allen forwarded an article to me in hopes that I would share it with all of you. This article 
was written by a birth mom to an adoptive mom. Skye Hardwick, the birth mom, writes what was left 
unspoken to the adoptive family in which she placed her baby. Some of what she had to say is hard to 
read, but I believe her statements teach us a little better about what many birth moms are thinking and 
longing to share with us. 

To read this article entitled "Left Unspoken", by Skye Hardwick, go directly to: 

http://lifemothers.com/spoken.html 
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Greetings Associates of LDS Family Services,  
 
As many of you are aware, I am relatively new to Mesa LDS Family Services Agency.  My family and I arrived 
in Mesa last July and have had a wonderful experience living and working here.  I understand that change can 
sometimes be stressful and I appreciate your patience as new changes have occurred.  I would like to highlight 
some of those changes: 
 
First, we have amplified the role that our Families Supporting Adoption (FSA) chapters play in our service de-
livery.  We have many wonderful adoptive applicants and an active FSA organization has truly enabled us to 
better serve you.  We have noticed that participation in FSA seems to be positively correlated with adoptive 
applicant satisfaction with LDS Family Services.  FSA recently sponsored our first Adoption Academy in Mesa 
and it was a huge success.  The Mesa Chapter has also organized monthly workshops and quarterly activities 
to assist couples through the process of finding their family.  Please take advantage of this great organization.   
 
Second, LDS Family Services is striving to establish and maintain a culture that helps us realize our mission.  
The key results of this cultural transition include:  1) Increase customer satisfaction, 2) Increase employee en-
gagement, and 3) Achieve departmental targets.  The cultural beliefs that will bring about this transition in-
clude:  1) Follow inspiration � I worthily seek and follow the inspiration of heaven in my work, 2) Invite 
Openness � I communicate openly and honestly and I seek, provide and act on feedback, 3) Select Right � I 
find and value talented people and position them to make their greatest contribution, 4) Develop People � I 
lift and inspire others to reach their potential, 5) Work Together � I partner with priesthood leaders, mem-
bers, departments and team members in building the Lord�s kingdom, 6) Make It Better � I proactively seek 
and promote continuous improvements in all aspects of my work, 7) Take Accountability � I take responsibil-
ity for my decisions, actions, results and refuse to blame others.   
 
I hope you will take the opportunity to send me an email anytime you observe the cultural beliefs in opera-
tion.  I also hope you will let me know if ever you believe we fall short.  By providing us with feedback, we 
can strive to work together to make the program better.   
 
Finally, we are changing the way we do outreach to include our FSA members.  Among the most effective 
outreach tools we have are the personal stories of our FSA members.  I would welcome stories from each of 
you who have been touched by adoption.  Could you please email me your personal example of how you 
have seen the Lord�s hand in your life through the miracle of adoption?   
 
My goal is to be approachable to each of you and to do my best to assist in bringing about your adoptions!  
My email address is watsonmg@ldsfamilyservices.org .   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Matt Watson, LCSW 
Mesa Agency Director 

Message from Matt Watson 
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April 2008 

Spotlight: Brown Family 
New FHE Coordinators 

We are Kristy and Jared Brown and are grateful for 
the opportunity to introduce ourselves.  We have 
been married for 14 years.  When we announced our 
engagement, let's just say not everyone was thrilled 
for us.  In our LDS Singles Ward where the guy/girl 
ratio was three girls to every one guy, there were 
quite a few girls who had their sites on Jared.  He was 
fresh off his mission and seeing his "groupies" line up 
made me want to have nothing to do with him.  I 
judged Jared incorrectly as having a big ego, and I was-
n�t very warm towards him.  However, that made him 
like me even more!  He told his Mom he liked my 
�spicy� side.  Long story short, Jared was called to be 
my Home teacher, tricked me into a date, and because 
I had judged him incorrectly, he completely surprised 
me.  When I finally spent time alone with him, his 
warm personality and sense of humor won me over.  From then on, we never left each other's 
side.  We were hooked!  

 Jared owns his own business, Crusher Termite & Pest.  Kristy works as a Makeup Artist.   

 We enjoy spending time with Jared�s family.  We are very involved with them on a weekly ba-
sis.  We like to cook, walk the dog together, and have friends over.  We love movies and 
books.  When we can get away we love to camp on the beach in Mexico, visit Kristy�s family in 
Idaho or spend time on a houseboat at Lake Powell.   

 Our online profile was posted Tuesday, March 4th and we got our first email two days later on 
Thursday, March 6th.  It is very early in the birth mother�s pregnancy, so we will continue to talk 
and see how things go.   No matter what happens, it is very exciting to get a nibble right out of the 
gate! 

 In addition, as far as we can tell, we may be the only couple that is considering the Foster-to-
Adopt program.  We graduated last week from our classes and will be welcoming toddlers into 
our home.  We hope to add a baby to our family through LDS Services and a toddler through Fos-
ter-to-Adopt program.  We will let you know how it goes.  Hopefully, we will be a success story! 

 It feels like we are too new to adoption to give any advice.  Each couple is different and has differ-
ent preferences.  Personally, we�re not very patient so we�re trying not to let grass grow under 
our feet.  We have been actively searching any and all ways that we may create our family.  We 
know that if we just keep searching and praying that Heavenly Father will bless us. Just like it says 
on our refrigerator, �the perfect children for us, will come to our home at the perfect time.�  

You just gotta believe! 



5 

Mesa Chapter 
Families Supporting Adoption Newsletter 

Placement Post: 
Carey Family 

Placement Post: 
Metheny Family 

We were so excited to bring home our little baby 
boy.  He was born Jan. 25th, 2008.  He weighed 6lbs 
11ozs.  We named him George Cougar Carey, after 
his Grandpa.  George is such a good baby, we feel 
so blessed to have him in our home.  We received a 
call on Jan 25th, from LDS Family Services, asking us 
if we would be interested in adopting a baby boy 
just born.  We frantically called back, but did not 

hear any-
thing back 
until the 
next 
day.  That 
next day 
Larry 
called and 
told us 
that the 

birth mother had chosen us.  What a surprise!  We 
sure were not expecting to bring home a baby.  We 
were not able to see our baby until he was 2 days 
old.  He had been taken by helicopter to Chandler 
Regional Hospital where he could receive better 
care.  When he was 5 days old, we were able to 
bring him home.  He happily turned our life upside 
down.  But, we couldn't be more happy.  Cougar 
has been healthy, with an exception to a little bit of 
colic.  We are so thankful for his birth parents, and 
we�re very blessed to have both of them supporting 
the adoption.  LDS Family services were so wonder-
ful to work with.  Both Kevin and Larry were so 
kind and thorough with everything.  They took care 
of all the details, and we are so thankful for 
them.  We are hoping to meet the birth parents 
soon, and have been in contact with them by 
email.  This is our 2nd time adopting, and it is al-
ways so amazing to see the miracles that hap-
pen.  Our Heavenly Father has blessed us with 2 
beautiful children.  After over 2 years of waiting for 
a second child, and so many possible adoptions that 
fell through, we were able to appreciate the mira-
cles of this adoption even more.  
-Penny, William, Elle, and Cougar Carey 

Annie Grace was born on December 30, 
2007 in Orem, UT.  She weighed 6 lbs 14 oz. and 
was 19 ½ inches long.  We are so grateful to 
have her join our family.  She is a beautiful baby 
and she is loved so much!  We are so blessed to 
have adopted three beautiful children.  We have a 
very special relationship with Annie�s birthmother 
because she is also our son�s birthmother.  We 
met her back when we lived in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico and Jeri worked in the Young 
Woman�s Program.  She was able to work with 
Annie�s birthmother and get to know her well.   
She knew us when we adopted our oldest daugh-
ter and contacted us when she found out she was 
pregnant with our son.  We were so excited to 
add another baby to our family!  We received 
exciting news once again from her when she 
found out she was pregnant with Annie.  We 
were able to be at the birth of Annie and see her 
come into the world.  We are so grateful for An-
nie�s birthparents and the sacrifice they made for 
her.   

 Annie is such a good baby!  She is loved 
so much by her older sister and brother.  We 
have enjoyed having friends and family come to 
visit us since she has joined our family. 
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Stork Report 

Due to requests from birth mothers and adoptive couples, the following policy change requires your at-
tention. 
 
As an adoptive couple, you currently have the ability to add your personal profile to the adoptive couple 
profile section. This area enables birth mothers to view your profile along with other couple�s profiles. A 
search page allows a birth mother to search for couples that closely fit what she is looking for in a cou-
ple. Often she will have a search that returns hundreds of adoptive couple profiles. 
 
The amount of information that is viewed on the search page affects the speed with which the page 
opens.  When there are a lot of pictures and banners, the loading time is very long, even if the birth 
mother�s internet speed is fast.  This can be discouraging for a birth mother. 
 
In order to make the birth mother�s search a positive and productive experience, the following guidelines 
apply to the Brief Introductory Statement section on the first page (the basic information page) of your 
profile: 

1.  If you would like to insert a picture link, the displayed picture must be no 
larger than 135 pixels x 135 pixels and no more than 256 colors (GIF files 
are recommended). 

2.  Do not use fonts larger than 12 point. 
3.  Do not embed banners, scrolling text or roll over images. 
4.  Text links to your personal web site are acceptable. 

 
Additional pictures, links and banners can be added to other areas of your profile as desired. 
 
Content in the Brief Introductory Statement section that does not fit within these guidelines will be 
removed by Family Services. The deadline for removing additional pictures or banners is May 1, 2008. 
Please note that this is a temporary solution until LDS Family Services is able to update the Its About 
Love Web site later this year which will have enhanced features. If you have questions, please contact 
your case worker. 

Congratulations to 
Kurtis & Jennifer Neeley  

and  
Ryan & Kerri Larsen 

who both welcomed a baby boy into their family! 

Profile Policy Change 
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Announcements 

Regional FSA 
 

If you have feedback, suggestions, or ideas for an upcoming newsletter, please send them to emrie@hotmail.com. 

A Regional FSA 
Conference will be 

held in Mesa 
August 8th & 9th in  
conjunction with the 

National FSA 
Conference.  

There will be satellite 
broadcast presentations 
from Salt Lake City in 
addition to workshops 
and activities on the 

regional level. 
 

Mark your calendars 
now and plan on attend-
ing this exciting event! 

Watch for further 
information in the 
coming months! 

We look forward to  
seeing all of you there. 

Save the date! 
Larry Draughon's 

Farewell 
Open House 

will be 
Friday, June 6th 

Adoption Workshop Series Open House 

 

Temple Night 

Filed your taxes? 
Adoption Tax Credit 

Q & A: 

http://www.adoptivefamilies
.com/pdf/taxcredit.pdf 

 


