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Tax time: taking advantage of adoption credit

As April 15 e $174,340and $214,730. If involdesl with the cam-
time to start thinking about  your AGlI is over $214, 730, paign to save the adoption
taxes. For couples who have you cannot claim a credit or tax credit, please consult
recently adopted, it may be  exclusion. Please note that the following sources:
time to bone up on the adop- the stated dollar amounts are

tion tax credit, which covers for 2008. Updated amounts FSA blog: http:/

many of the expenses in-  for 2009 can be found on thefsamesa.wordpress.com
curred during an adoption. Inl RS6 websi te ) :

2008, couples were allowed & ) IRS: %&ﬁ\é oy
maximum credit of $11, 650 Couples contemplating searc or nj
(the amount increases for ~ adoption are concerned ¢ T € di t deror ¢
2009). Qualifying expenses about the possible expiration Adoptive Families web-
include various fees, court ~ Of the tax credit. If the U.S. site: Click herefor a help-
costs, attorney fees, traveling government does not vote 10 ¢ % ivle giscussing how Happy Spring!
expenses (including lodging - keep the credit, it willnotbe ' .o 1he adoption tax
and meals), and other ex- ~ available after 2010. To .0t "yt includes sample | t hi i
penses deemed necessary fo Show your support forthe o\ government lead n IS | §S
an adoption. The amount  credit, you can contact your ers. Also, thidegal O8A
($11,650) phases out if your local government leaders. o, aing the benefitsand | A bi r t h m her =

mggmgj f':”i ! éingeséid 97955 Eor more information on the €xclusions available to story
tax credit and how to get ~ adoptive parents.
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Bake sale raises ad8Bti on

Placement postt
It can be difficult to finance unsure of how The Lovells
an adoption even in a good people would
economy. When the econ- respond, but it
omy is tanking fast, well, turned out to be =
you might have to get a little a very positive &

creative. experience.

LDSFS Spotlights 5

Announcements/ 6

FSA members Fred and ~ The jumbo cup- events

Christina Garcia came up  cakes were sol¢

with one solution. Accord- for $1 each, an < [l Mesa FSA

ing to Fred, 4cookiesfor 1 Calendar

planned to participate in our $3. As soon as*

community garage sale people saw the If you have any Commen|ts,

when Christina thoughtit si gns regard iyrbgJ QAo ptyig
would be agoodideatoin- Fundr ai ser , 0 gtwhgr & rwe ryg
clude baked goods. Who  of questions as well as through?o

stories or suggestions fpd
the newsletter, please con-

doesnd6t | i ke comments. The questions an gpportunity to let peo- tact Susan Jensen at;
cookie or cupcake firstthingwer e anywher &1 el QB YA I .
in the morning? Christina  you adopting state side or susanrjensen@yahoo.com

thought. We were alitte f or ei gn? 6 ¢ WiCantinhiesl ort Page 6 a



http://fsamesa.wordpress.com/
http://fsamesa.wordpress.com/
http://www.irs.gov
http://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc607.html
http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/articles.php?aid=1113
http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/pdf/taxcredit.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc607.html
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- Because Ithatnouvcehd: GhiAn bi r t hm

Many peopl e ldonédd waure r ssdréngithdemes fmoma sol
my choice. Many respondconfess this was my thinkifgyond myself.

with pity on their faces as ifdothe first several months of

say, OYou p omeagnatch il wagnotone 6F ! hegldmy|baby, my Jus
them, oDondtotfreed e soirmlysift@ehpspi@g ropre, where
me; |1 6m a | umkm &ilbut o6n ottehdillsawedndardg and
the happiest story lknow. was e nough éheéiven becamelsaithinh

Some will s agcr)rr]ec; ,Abréclj\l;lehéadl T‘?thetdéc Oﬁ]}@c:{%%ss%‘jmé&‘.ﬁhgg"
that you placed your son fQ§renared for me, who chosfer 'L Walching as s
adoption, because you needethng most importantly, T5"9 1© MY little treasure, &
your education and to finisynom | am sealed in a forexf@fed, endeavoring to mer

growing up, Oy HoWchult 98Il mrike his fage! He saw the Iq¥Rre are a thousand reasons
nature. And while it is trueg 4 , ONot f oirn ymw ?éye < Vae\mg n\iyﬂcﬁoibé'has bAe¥ AgHt
that | am blessed to pursug i@,y hargaining and rationgb n & t g0t hr g pfect Wi all Whose fiveso

educati;)nal arr:d social prog;ing, at the end of the day\hat he and many others have been affectedtimit
pects of my choosing in a Wgy|q not, evenatmybesty o 5t yn d ber st addon Sisid |i Sa

I would not have been ablegaye yp for the difference _ o\ ed hira that much )
with a chil dbem@eﬁﬂeaﬁdtﬁe%ﬁilﬁ/%ﬁ v e what do | do?6

been endlessly blessed by dg¥ichave. No amount of that | was able to do this ingy understood any of the wis-

choice, none of these facts,yercompensation would he@&sible thing. Had I lovedjom or logic of it, | knew the

course, | enjoy spending my never hg\/e Let go. |t Wasm, and | allowed my own

time and money theway | Many wi | | US e f’c uld briak QW 2 o
want. Of course, Ifeel How di d you d'¢WVa o8 Yswillitojbg swallowed up in it.

blessed to date withoutthed o n 6t k now. OWphegriagdleghimgo | ¢4y 4 -

added complication of beingdt have. T hprae te thogejwhaawerg hg Pyl qdn 0't- you wan
single parent. And, of couidefied my instinct as a worfiamnd | know now that he More than I_have ever wanted

| love the independent yourg a human being, even asas theirs before he was ey t hi ng. He w
adult experience and all | gammmal. To give away a Theyshared him withe He has been my missionary. |
from it. | can tell you, piece of myself, my very They are an extension of nWeSS his family for being will-
though, without hesitation, heart, flesh of my flesh anqamily in a way | cannot exind to wait while he fulfilled

that | would have given it alone of my ban& seemed . i

up to have miftevérpair rommg lsnghPRiA: WVhenve met, | recdgat mission. My heart has
mine. | would have sacrificeent with him. It was impds-i zed t hem. begn mightily ghanged.eWe, )
all that wassimilne & fhart filea m vameln t hre¥eiEYbem thapdayy o n 5 t
would not sacrifice what caudvive! But mdieto fare know the conversations we

be his. as | never had, with a new had or the nature of our rr\lgy Tamra Hyde

CTTU

peace that felt like breathing,\ojuo byt 1 knewthose Tamr ads exper i e
There are thgsa i mesidttimer s Bt g

Tamra, you could have map‘ﬁought that to make this faces! And immediately in /my/ t h e_ OoReal Li
it work! You were 18, you choice would leave me broRgart | felt family love for  zion of the neitsaboutlove
had money enough, your b@y-jife: instead, | am menditgm. Never before or sincgte. Read more about her on

friend wanted to marry youone of this was or could Heaxe | experienced anythinBage 5 of this newsletter.

Youdre a g0 0ghenhnGdomd AhafsBriaippfoddt it.
I



http://www.beta.itsaboutlove.org/
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The Farnsworth familyt
Kim & Kent

For us everything hap
had been working with LDS Family Services Mesa to
home study and the day after we finished our intervie

The birthmother did

& look at our profile,
@ but we were in-

formed that she did-

n't choose ukent

& and | were per-

 plexed because of

the strong feelings

| we had been having

| that this little boy

. was our babyhat

' Saturday we at-
tended the Adoption Academy and met some amazing and il
spiring peoplé.ittle did we know how much all of the infor-
mation applied directly to us and that 2 days later we would |
holding our baby b&mn March 2nd, the Monday after Adop-
tion Academy, | received a phone call at 11am from Utah sa
that the birthmother had the baby, and she had chosen us to
adopt him. The caseworker asked if we could be in Utah tha
night and after a few frantic hours of planning and traveling, \

ngarrived at the hospital in Salt Lake City 11 hours after our littl

Hofepfiest Jackson FarnswarthbornHe was a beautiful baby

s @i warmed our hearts as soon as we Heie Bpicit con-

home study visit the Spirit began guiding us on a shor bfi§med once again that he was meant to be our son.

topsy turvy journey toward our belgycousin and his wif
who live in Utah, have adopted 5 children, and they h
to call them as soon as our home study was completg
as they put it, "We are going to get you aWalknéw

| d Weidid get a chance to meet Forest's birthmother 3 days aft
d hezRifdR; she was very shy and didn't want to see us while st
was in the hospitéle met for lunch and had another spiritual

pendently through attorneys, and most importantly to
knew that it had cost them an arm aniVa ldigin't feel

that we were in a position to go down that road. But th
often has other plans...

The Spirit kept telling us very clearly that we needed t
tact my cousin and his wifesoon as we did, the rol-

lercoaster ride begBy.the end of the day we were talking®
to a private adoption agency in Weisited their website made.For

that night and read about a few ditfiplate situations,
and the Spirit spoke strongly to our hearts that an Afri
American baby boy who was due February 28th was
baby.We called our LDS Family Services caseworker
asked her to send our file up to the Utah Sgersaid that
we still had to get certified to adopt by Arizona state ¢
and that it was nearly impossible that we would be reg
adopt the baby we had read @wghe fastcked every-
thing anyway, and we were amazed that we got certifi
adopt in 3 daydle called the private agency in Utah, a
they said they would show the birthmother our profile

feever
indebted
e N&fand
forever
connected
o dgrherand
the sacrific
ngshe had

US

4

est will
Lagliways
HhuKnow that [
anfe was |
loved and |8
Huthat that isHEES & ‘
dy@yV she had the courage to give tieugaid several times
during our lunch, "I know he will be happy with you. | know h:
edwd! have a happy liféNow that we are home with him our
hd hearts are filled with love and gratitude for the miracles that t
Lord makes happen in the lives of His children, even the tinie
of his children.

as soon as we sent it up.
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The Lovell familytx Dallas & Jami

| have al- r

ways
known that
someday |
would have
to adopt. |
have a
heart con-
dition. My
husband
and | were
able to
have one

was so excited.
The biological da
had red hair.

We kept in good
contact with the
birthmom through
texting, emails,
and phone calls.
We developed a
great relationship with her. As it got closer to the due
date she kept us informed daily. She kept thinking the
baby would come a few weeks early. | planned for a
couple weeks early and on January 13, 2009 she called
us at 7:30 in the morning and told us her water just
broke. My husband and | were so excited. She let us
know in advanced that she wanted the hospital time to

child on our own but after we had him the doctors said we herself but we could come up after she got out of the

couldndét have anymore. Ja
old now. When he turned one we started thinking about

y pgpial. All day tong durirg ghg laborraed deliery ¢
she sent us updates. She was even texting me when

adopting our next child. We completed our adoption papershe was in labor. At 3:16 pm Parker was born. He
work in April 2008. We had no idea how long it would take Weighed 7 Ibs.3 oz. She sent us pictures immediately.

to adopt a child. The average wait is two years so we pretty! €

was so adorabl e. |

much just planned on that. | spread the word that we wereWere so excited.

adopting by putting it on my blog, we told the Relief Socj-
ety President in the ward, and she sent out an email to the

ward. Our ward family told us a few girls they knew that
were placing their babies for adoption. We pursued thos
but none of them worked out.

D

We flew up two days later with our son to pick up

Parker. The birthmom and her family were amazing.
We stayed up a week in Boise, Idaho with the birth-
mombs family so they
We really got to know her family. It was such an

In July 2008 we received an email from a birthmom asking@mazing experience.

us a question. | was so excited that someone was possiblyV&

interested in us. We resp

have
guestion

coul dnot

oasked far a mgye spen e and

hear anything from LDS Services for about a month. One cial birthmom. We
day they called us and said the birthmom wanted to contadtave an open adop-

us. | was so excited but
tried not to get our
hopes up. We set up an
" appointment for her to
| call. | was very nervous
to talk but so excited.
She told us up front that
she wanted us to have
her baby. She was 4 %
months pregnant at the

1, 2009. I
lieve that we were chosen so quickly. She told us she w
looking for a family with red hair and when she saw my
hair and my sonds, she

time. She was due Febh.

a
e

tion with her. | talk to
her often and text and
email her pictures.
She is coming down
this August to visit.
We are excited to see
her.

We sure love our little Parker. He is so adorable. Jay-
den our other son adores him. He is really protective
of him. Parker is now 2 %2 months old and weighs
iéé%sglgﬁeigsﬁ] r(l)e_z?lthy _réd chubby baby. Adoption is
gin ourlives. | am so amazed to see

a“now the Lord works in the adoption process. | know

hat our birthmom was guided by the spirit and Heav-
enly Father helped Parker to come to our family.

w o

coul

coul d

d



